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BC 3, December 26

Luke 1:5 There was in the days of 
Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain 
priest named Zacharias, of the course 
of Abia: and his wife was of the 
daughters of Aaron, and her name was
Elisabeth.
1:8 And it came to pass, that while he 
executed the priest's office before God 
in the order of his course according to 
the custom of the priest's office, his lot 
was to burn incense when he went 
into the temple of the Lord.
1:11 And there appeared unto him an 
angel of the Lord standing on the right 
side of the altar of incense.
1:13 The angel said unto him, Fear not, 
Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and 
thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a 
son, and thou shalt call his name John.

Luke 1:23 And it came to pass, that, as 
soon as the days of his ministration 
were accomplished, he departed to his 
own house.
1:24 And after those days his wife 
Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself 
five months.

Luke 1:26 And in the sixth month {of her pregnancy} the angel Gabriel was sent from 
God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,
1:27 To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and 
the virgin's name was Mary.

Luke 1:39 And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste, 
into a city of Juda;
1:40 And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth.
1:41 And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the 
babe leaped in her womb. [Quickening 16-20 weeks]

Luke 1:56 And Mary abode with her about three months, 
and returned to her own house.
1:57 Now Elisabeth's full time came that she should be 
delivered; and she brought forth a son {John}.

Luke 2:4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)
2:5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
2:6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered.
2:7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no 
room for them in the inn.
2:21 And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of 
the child, his name was called JESUS, which was so named of the 
angel before he was conceived in the womb.
Jesus Presented at the Temple
2:22 And when the days of her purification according to the law of 
Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to 
present him to the Lord;. {8 days. Leviticus 12:1-3, 6-8}

Zacharias
{Abija}

1  Chronicles
24:3-19
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Gregorian  Calendar                 BC 2BC 3

Exodus 12:2; Esther 3:7
In this year, Nisan 1 began 
with a new moon and was 
the first day of a full week 
ending on a Sabbath.

What we know:
~ The Gregorian calendar is reliable for marking solar years in AD and BC years.
~ The Hebrew calendar was based on lunar cycles beginning with each new moon, about 29.5 days.
~ Three times a year, all the priests served during the feasts of Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles. Deuteronomy 16:16
~ Early Hebrew calendars inserted an extra month to synchronize with solar years and seasons each 19 years.
~ The first new moon nearest the Spring equinox in BC 3 was on March 15 marking Nisan 1.
~ 40 weeks of 7 days is known to be the gestation period to birth of 280 days.
~ Jesus died at the Passover in 33 AD, in the middle of the 70th week of the Daniel 9:26-27 prophecy.
~ Jesus must have been born near to October, BC 2, and begotten late December BC 3 in Elizabeth’s 6th month pregnany.

Assumptions regarding Abijah’s 8th course of service in 1 Chronicles 24:10:
~ That these priestly cycles of temple service began with Nisan: Exodus 12:2; Esther 3:7.
~ Jewish opinion is that service was 1 week, based on 2 Kings 11:9; 1 Chronicles 9:25 and 2 Chronicles 23:8, serving twice in a year.
~ Otherwise, if serving for 2 weeks, they served one time each year.
~ 48 weeks of Priest services were less than 12 Lunar months,  and 12 Lunar months  are less than a Solar Year.
~ We know of no way to exactly determine the week of Zecharias’ 8th course of service in any year, as days, weeks or months 

were added to the Lunar Calendar to synchronize solar years. Furthermore, rotation with shift changes occurred on Sabbath days.
~ Except for being after Zecharias’ temple service, we do not know the exact day or week for Elizabeth’s conception to measure precisely to John’s birth.
~ Mary’s visit to Elizabeth may have been in the first or second week of her 6th month of pregnancy.
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1:30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.
1:31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call 
his name JESUS.
1:36 And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: 
and this is the sixth month with her {pregnancy}, who was called barren {Elizabeth}.

John is born

6th month
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