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FOREWORD
]

THE primary purpose of this volume is not the
presentation of hitherto unknown or unrecog-
nized facts and conclusions, but is rather the further
confirmation of that which for more than a half
century has been known and believed by Christian
Bible students in every land. In order to the accom-
plishment of this end, certain more recent findings,
of a corroborative nature, are presented for the con-
sideration of the reader.

It has been considered apparent by many thought-
ful and conservative Christians, that some addi-
tional unfoldment of Bible truth respecting the time
features of the Plan of God, is to be expected in
order to completely harmonize past proven truth
with present facts and conditions. If the sugges-
tions herein made—more particularly in Chapters
VI and VII—are given serious and prayerful con-
sideration by the spiritually minded, it is believed
that they will prove to be a source of joy and satis-
faction to head and heart, and will be strengthening
to faith in the entire Plan of the Ages, as well as a
stimulus to progress in the Narrow Way.

The material contained in this volume, although
easily within the comprehension of the average stu-
dent of the Word, is not such as may be fully grasped
and appreciated from a hasty or superficial reading.
The volume has therefore been made as brief as
posgible, to the end that all who are so minded may
readily find time for that careful perusal and study
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which may seem to be called for by reason of the
nature and importance of the matters discussed.

The validity of the chronology of the Bible (by
which six millenniums since the creation of Adam
are shown to have been completed with the year
1872) has been seriously called in question by some
who formerly accepted it. For the special benefit of
such as are beset by doubtings and questionings in
regard to this important subject, the opening chap-
ters of this book have been prepared.

JULIAN T. GRAY
2556 Homestead Place,
Cincinnati, Ohio, U.S.A.
October, 1934.
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CHAPTER 1
Which Is the True Chronology?

Chronology is the basis of dispensational truth.
The great central doctrines of the Christian religion,
the Ransom, Justification and Sanctification, have
stood through all periods of the Gospel Dispensa-
tion; but there is a department of Bible truth which
Providence has supplied for the well-being of the
Church while engaged in her earthly pilgrimage, in
which the element of Zime largely enters; and such
truths as come within this department—on which
much light has been thrown in recent times—are of
inestimable value to thoughtful Christians now liv-
ing on earth, for they enlighten their pathway
(Psa. 119:105), and are, furthermore, intimately
connected with faith.

In an age characterized by apostacy and rampant
skepticism, when few have any real faith in God and
His Word, these special dispensational truths come
to our assistance, imparting steadfastness, courage
and peace, for they prove to the sanctified intelli-
gence that the Bible is indeed God’s Word of truth,
and that His plan, therein contained, is being exe-
cuted on time, and exactly as foretold.

Those truths which are common to all “evangeli-
cal” denominations of the nominal Christian Church,
while necessary, will not be sufficient, we think, to
sustain the people of God in the “evil day” which
we see coming upon the whole world. Something
additional is now required, and this has been sup-
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8 WHICH IS THE TRUE CHRONOLOGY?

plied, to a considerable extent, in that which has
been termed “dispensational” truth. That which
will keep the truly consecrated from lapsing into
skepticism, or into one or more of the now quite nu-
merous modern brands of infidelity into which thou-
sands are falling on every hand, is a knowledge and
appreciation of the internal strength of the Divine
Plan; but such knowledge and appreciation cannot
be had apart from certain considerations which have
to do with time.

The question, “Which is the true chronology?”’ is
therefore one of great importance. With the cor-
rectness or incorrectness of the Bible chronology,
much that has for a half century been recognized as
dispensational truth, must stand or fall. This ques-
tion, therefore, which furnishes the heading of the
present chapter, is propounded without apology;
and if there be those who profess to have little or
no interest therein, there are also many others to
whom an investigation of this and related subjects
will appeal as of vital concern, and intimately asso-
ciated with the inner walk of faith and sanctification.

The question herein considered is not one which
has to do primarily with some future date, as mark-
ing the time of the Church’s final deliverance and
glorification; such matters as this, while they are
properly of intense interest to every true Christian,
should be regarded as standing in a class separate
and distinct from the more vital issues connected
with the true answer to our question.

In our quest for the true chronology, among many
which have been presented by numerous secular and
religious writers and authorities, we shall pursue a
somewhat unusual course, differing markedly from
that usually followed in the treatment of this and
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related subjects. The present method of treatment,
although new, will, we believe, be found easy of com-
prehension by learned and unlearned alike; and will
give additional strength to the conclusions already
arrived at through other processes of investigation,
by earnest and careful students of the Word.

This new method of approach has been made pos-
sible in the Providence of God, through the words of
the prophet Amos, who, under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit has described a solar eclipse—the only
instance of the kind, it seems, which is to be found
anywhere in the Seriptures.

There must have been a very particular reason
for this allusion to an eclipse; and that reason, we
believe, was to supply the means whereby the chro-
nology of the Bible might be verified through mod-
ern astronomical calculations, in a time when that
chronology would be made the subject of attack, and
when there would be danger that such attacks might
be made applicable to the Bible as a whole, to the
spiritual detriment of many.

In Amos 8:9, the Lord through His prophet said:
“TI will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will
darken the earth in the clear day.” An astronomical
authority, referring to the language of the text above
cited, says: “This is plainly a reference to a solar
eclipse, and the eclipse of June 15, 763 B.C. has been
identified as the one meant. . . . Calculations showed
that this eclipse was also total at Samaria, where it
was predicted.”—Isabel M. Lewis of the Nautical
Almanac Office of the U. S. Naval Observatory, in
A Hand Book of Solar Eclipses.

Another astronomer of note comments on this
prophecy of Amos as follows: “The language is so
unmistakable and gives such a precise description of
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an eclipse of the sun that commentators have gen-
erally agreed that such a phenomenon must have
taken place”—Mitchell in Eclipses of the Sun.

As indicated in the quotations foregoing, it is
generally agreed that the prophetic language of
Amos describes a solar eclipse; and it is also clear
that a total eclipse is meant, for the word in the
original Hebrew which is here rendered “go down”
signifies a going away or disappearance. It cannot,
however, have reference to the going down or set-
ting of the sun, for the disappearance is said to take
place at noonday; and, further, is not a disappear-
ance behind clouds, for it takes place ‘“in the clear
day,” i. e., in a clear or cloudless sky. The eclipse
of June, 763 B.C., fulfills the conditions here given,
and is without a doubt the one meant.

Bible students, recognizing the typical character
of God’s dealings with Israel, will see a symbolic
meaning in this darkening of the sun; but it is the
literal darkening with which we are concerned in
the present discussion. This literal darkening was
predicted by the prophet as a sign or token to the
people of the ten tribe kingdom, that the judgments
that would then come upon them were those foretold
in his prophecy, and that they were, in fact, the
manifestations of divine displeasure upon them as
a people.

The prophecy also makes it clear that the pre-
dicted darkening would come “in that day” when the
judgments of the Lord would be inflicted upon them.
We read: “Shall not the land [the religious and
political order in Israel] tremble for this, and every
one mourn that dwelleth therein? yea, it shall rise
up wholly like the River; and it shall be troubled
and sink again, like the River of Egypt. And it
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shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord Je-
hovah, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon,
and I will darken the earth in the clear day” (Amos
8:8,9, R.V.).

The day of trouble here described by Amos must
have taken place in the year 763 B.C., for that is the
date of the notable eclipse of the sun to which the
prophet makes reference, and which is described as
taking place in the midst of, or coincident with the
trouble. Our problem is therefore that of locating
this trouble in Bible history, and of connecting it
with the Biblical chain of chronology.

When did the trouble foretold by Amos come upon
the kingdom of Israel? Inspired and secular history
both point to the conclusion that it occurred in the
days of Pekah, king of Israel; and that a king of
Assyria called Tiglath-pileser III was the instru-
ment of the Lord used for this purpose.

The prophecy of Amos was given in the days of
Uzziah, king of Judah, presumably about forty years
before its fulfillment, which must have taken place
at the time of the eclipse which he describes, i. e.,
about 763 B.C. It can be conclusively shown that this
prophecy, which pertains to a future captivity, was
not fulfilled at any time prior to the days of Pekah.
It is true that the Bible records an invasion by Pul,
king of Assyria, in the days of Menahem, who
reigned some years before Pekah (II Kings 15:19).
Pul, however, took no captives, but we are left to
infer from the records that this king was satisfied
with the heavy tribute which he received. “So the
king of Assyria [Pul] turned back, and stayed not
there in the land.”

The burden of the prophecy of Amos in its rela-
tion to natural Israel seems to have been fulfilled by
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Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, and his successors.
Amos describes prophetically and in detail the events
of the Palestinian campaign of this monarch. In the
beginning of his prophecy he mentions the coming
captivity of Damascus, and states that the inhabi-
tants of Syria and Damascus would be carried cap-
tive to Kir (Amos 1:5). This prediction was ful-
filled by the Assyrian king as shown in II Kings
16:9, where we read that he “went up against Da-
mascus, and took it, and carried the people of it
captive to Kir.” Amos then details the future defeat
and captivity of other neighboring peoples, who no
doubt were also subjugated by Tiglath-pileser at
about the same time, for his object was none other
than the bringing under the yoke of Assyria, all of
western Asia, an objective which he practically
accomplished.

Amos then turns to Israel with a scathing rebuke
for their idolatry and wickedness, for which they
are to be carried captive beyond Damascus (Amos
5:27). In II Kings 15:29 we read that many of the
Israelites were carried captive into Assyria by
Tiglath-pileser. Since the land of Assyria lies be-
yond Damascus, and in the same general direction
as viewed from the standpoint of the land of Israel,
we see the literal and exact fulfillment here, in the
days of Pekah, as has been stated.

The prophecy further states (Amos 6:14) : “But,
behold I will raise up against you a nation [Assyrial,
O house of Israel, saith the Lord the God of hosts;
and they shall afflict you from the entering in of
Hemath [Hamath, R.V.] unto the river of the wil-
derness.” This expression seems to include the whole
of the land of the northern kingdom of Israel, from
its extreme northern limit near Hamath in Syria



WHICH IS THE TRUE CHRONOLOGY ? 13

southward to the valley of the Arabah, the wilder-
ness bordering the Dead Sea. Tiglath-pileser did
afflict this territory as predicted, the people of the
border lands being carried into captivity to Assyria,
and the central district of Ephraim and Manasseh
being allowed to remain for a few years under heavy
tribute to the king of Assyria (II Kings 15:29).

The prophet Isaiah, employing language which
bears a striking resemblance to that of Amos 8:8,
already quoted, predicted these same calamities. It
may be stated in this connection that the prophecies
of Isaiah, chapters 7-9, were delivered by the prophet
in the very beginning of the reign of Ahaz, king of
Judah, presumably only a few days or weeks after
the death of Jotham, his father (Isaiah 7:1; II
Kings 15:37;16:5). At this time the afflictions fore-
told by Amos had already begun in northern Pales-
tine (Isaiah 9:1). With this explanation the words
of the prophet are seen to be very significant. He
says, “Now, therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth [is
bringing] up upon them the waters of the River,
strong and many, even the king of Assyria and all
his glory: and it shall come up over all its channels,
and go over all its banks; and it shall sweep onward
into Judah; it shall overflow and pass through; it
shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching
out of its wings shall fill the breadth of thy land,
O Immanuel” (Isaiah 8:7, 8, R.V.).

There would seem to be little ground for doubt,
in view of the evidence before us, that a literal ful-
fillment of the prophecy of Amos began to take place
with the Palestinian campaign of Tiglath-pileser.
Can this event, then, be located on the chain of Bible
chronology? The answer is that there is abundant
proof of its having occurred near the close of the
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reign of Jotham, king of Judah; and evidence will
now be submitted, tending to establish the particu-
lar year in question as the 15th of the reign of that
king. The argument establishing this point will not,
however, depend upon any theories of the writer;
the conclusion reached herein seems to be the only
one that can reasonably be drawn from available
records, Biblical and secular, and this conclusion
will be found to be in perfect agreement with the
statements of some of the most careful and accurate
historians who have written on the events of this
particular period.

Essential to establish our point is a somewhat
detailed description of the events which took place
in three successive years, corresponding, according
to the records of Assyria, to the 12th, 13th and 14th
years of the reign of Tiglath-pileser. For conveni-
ence let us designate these by the numbers 1, 2 and
3. A synopsis of the events of these three years is
as follows:

In year No. 1 occurred the campaign of Tiglath-
pileser against northern Palestine, noted above,
which was followed, probably in the same year, by an
alliance between Pekah, king of Israel, and Rezin,
king of Syria or Damascus, having as its object a
concerted resistance against the invading armies of
Assyria. Jotham, of Judah, may have been invited
to join, but refused. In year No. 2 took place the
attack of Pekah and Rezin against Judah (Isaiah
7:1; II Kings 15:37; II Chron. 28:6). This attack
was followed by the death of Jotham and the acces-
sion of Ahaz, who sent messengers and a present of
silver and gold to the king of Assyria, beseeching
help against the invaders (II Kings 16:7, 8; II
Chron. 28:16). The king of Assyria “harkened unto
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Ahaz” and immediately began his offensive against
Damascus.

In year No. 3 Damascus was taken, its people car-
ried off to Kir, and Rezin its king slain. At about
the same time the land of Israel, excepting the cen-
tral hill country occupied principally by the tribes
of Ephraim and Manasseh, was desolated, and the
majority of the inhabitants was carried off to As-
syria. Pekah was slain and Hoshea, a vassal to
Assyria, was made king over the Israelites who re-
mained. Tiglath-pileser claims to have received
heavy tribute of the Israelites. Thus, within a few
months from the time of the accession of Ahaz,
was fulfilled Isaiah’s notable prediction concerning
“Maher-shalal-hash-baz” : “For before the child shall
have knowledge to cry, My father, and, My mother,
the riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria
shall be carried away before the king of Assyria”
(Isa. 8:4, R.V.).

The events of these three years are summarized in
the following from the International Bible Diction-
ary article, “Israel, Kingdom of”: “Abandoning the
northern and transjordanic regions to the encroach-
ing power of Assyria under Tiglath-pileser, he
[Pekah] was very near subjugating Judah, with the
help of Damascus, now the coequal ally of Israel.
But Assyria, interposing, summarily put an end to
the independence of Damascus, and perhaps was the
indirect cause of the assassination of the baffled
Pekah.” In the New Standard Encyclopedia article,
“Assyria,” we read a like account of these happen-
ings: “On the return of the Assyrians to Palestine,
Pekah, the new king of Israel, formed an alliance
against the invaders and attempted to coerce
Ahaz, king of Judah, into joining the combination
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(Isaiah 7). Pekah was defeated and slain, and
Hoshea placed over the dismembered kingdom of
Israel as a tributary prince.”

To the foregoing quotations the following may be
added since it serves to fix for us the exact year in
the reign of Jotham in which the beginning of these
events took place: “Pekah seems to have steadily
applied himself to the restoration of its [Israel’s]
power. Judah, now under Jotham, may have been
asked to join, but no mention is made of the fact.
Either by original intention or in consequence of
Jotham’s refusal, the allied armies [Israel under
Pekah and Damascus under Rezin] began an at-
tempt to force Judah to join them. Just as the cam-
paign opened Jotham died . .. and the youthful
Ahaz succeeded him. The history of the war is found
in II Kings 16 and II Chronicles 28. It is famous
as the occasion of the great prophecies in Isaiah 7-9.
. . . The unnatural alliance of Damascus and Sam-
aria was punished through the complete overthrow
of the ferocious confederates by Tiglath-pileser
whom Ahaz had summoned to his aid.”—Interna-
tional Bible -Dictionary article, “Pekah.”

Now, the Assyrian historical canon * allows but
three years for the events narrated in the foregoing
excerpts, of which the middle year, designated above
as year No. 2, was, it seems, the year of the death
of King Jotham, and was the 16th and last year of
his reign (II Chron. 27:1; II Kings 15:33). The
previous year, designated above as year No. 1, was
therefore the 15th year of the reign of Jotham, and
was the year in which Tiglath-pileser began to afflict
the nation of Israel as foretold by Amos, who, in his

* See Chapter VIII (Table).
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prophecy also foretold that at the same time would
occur a darkening or eclipsing of the sun at midday,
an event which the exact calculations of modern
astronomy prove to have taken place in the Summer
of 763 B.C.

It was not of chance that the Lord spoke through
His prophet Amos, nor is it of chance that the Bible,
supplemented by contemporaneous records of As-
syria, enables us to locate the year when its fulfill-
ment upon Israel began. Our conviction is confirmed,
therefore, that the 15th year of Jotham is thus pre-
sented to us, not by coincidence, but by Divine
Providence, as a touchstone year, by which the gen-
uineness of any chronology or system of datings
covering this period may be tested.

If, using this divinely provided touchstone, we
find that any such chronological system yields a date
other than 763 B.C. for the 15th year of the reign of
Jotham, that fact would seem to be proof of error;
while on the other hand, if we find that a chronology,
as that of the Bible, actually yields the date 763 B.C.
for the 15th year of Jotham, the fact would consti-
tute strong and convincing evidence of its correct-
ness and accuracy. Let us apply to this touchstone
the conclusions of some of the best known ‘“author-
ities” on chronology, including in our list, addition-
ally, the Assyrian Eponym Canon, as dated by mod-
ern historians; including also the Herald of Christ’s
Kingdom—issue of May 15, 1926—a magazine well
and favorably known among Bible students, and
lastly the Bible chronology as set forth in Seripture
Studies by the late Charles T. Russell:
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FIFTEENTH YEAR OF JOTHAM, 763 B.C.

According to: Error:
Ussher 744 B.C. 19 years
Beecher 740 B.C. 23 «
Hastings 743 B.C. 20
Jewish Encyclopedia 744 B.C. 19
Catholic Encyclopedia 737 B.C. 26 ¢
Encyclopedia Britannica 734 B.C. 29 «
Assyrian Eponym Canon 734 B.C. 29 «
Herald 744 B.C. 19 «
SCRIPTURE STUDIES 763 B.C. 0 «

Doubtless many will rejoice in the added confirma-
tion thus afforded, of the truthfulness of the chrono-
logical presentations of Scripture Studies. The table
shown above is also interesting, as illustrating the
wide diversity of opinion that exists among scholars.
Where, because of scholastic attainment and earthly
wisdom, we might reasonably look for unanimity of
opinion, we find the very opposite.

Encyclopedia Britannica, in its treatise on the
Bible, gives 733 B.C. as the date when Ahaz paid
tribute to the king of Assyria. This indicates pre-
cise agreement with the conclusions set forth herein
with respect to the order of the events which oc-
curred at about the time of the accession of Ahaz,
but the date is, of course, in error by the amount
shown.

In the next chapter we shall have the pleasant
task of noting some striking corroborations of the
results of this investigation, which will be drawn
from prophecy and history.



CHAPTER 11
Prophetic and Historical Corroborations

The accession year of Ahaz furnished the histori-
cal setting for several notable predictions of Isaiah
the prophet; among these were predictions which
had to do with the birth of the babe Jesus; the clos-
ing events of the Christian dispensation; and the
Messianic Reign. Some of these prophecies, how-
ever, related typically to the nation of Israel and
neighboring peoples, and were literally fulfilled dur-
ing succeeding years. Some of the latter class are
of particular interest to us, for they have a direct
bearing upon chronology, and serve as an important
check upon the conclusions arrived at in Chapter 1.
So far as we are aware, no successful attempt has
been made hitherto to interpret them, the obvious
reason for the failure of commentators to do so
being that these predictions are incompatible with
the usually accepted dates.

Concerning the attack of the confederates, Pekah
and Rezin, against Judah, to which reference was
made in the preceding chapter, we read, “And it
was told the house of David [Ahaz and his house-
hold] saying, Syria is confederate with Ephraim.
And his heart was moved, and the heart of his peo-
ple, as the trees of the wood are moved with the
wind” (Isaiah 7:2). The royal family of Judah trem-
bled in fear and dread of what appeared to be the
probable outcome of this warfare. Isaiah was then
instructed of the Lord to proceed with his son Shear-
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jashub to a point just outside the wall of Jerusalem
near the outer wall of the royal palace, where he
could conveniently address the house of Ahaz. He
did so, assuring Ahaz that the plot of the conspira-
tors would not succeed. He said, “Thus saith the
Lord GOD, it shall not stand, neither shall it come
to pass. For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the
head of Damascus is Rezin; and within threescore
and five years shall Ephraim be broken, that it be
not a people. And the head of Ephraim is Samaria,
and the head of Samaria is Remaliah’s son. If ye
will not believe, surely ye shall not be established.”

The reason for the reference here to the heads of
Syria and Ephraim, is that these two heads were re-
sponsible for the dangers which threatened Judah;
but these two heads, Pekah, the son of Remaliah,
and Rezin of Syria, were both to be slain within a
few months. The prophet, at the same time, declared
that 65 years from the time of the prophecy would
see the complete dissolution as a people, of the north-
ern Israelitish kingdom which, since the time of the
division of the kingdom at Solomon’s death, had
centered about the tribe of Ephraim, just as the
southern kingdom had centered about Judah.

We have seen that the king of Assyria, Tiglath-
pileser, carried large numbers of the Israelites into
captivity at about this time, but the tribe of Ephraim
apparently was not touched. Later Samaria fell, at
the close of the nine-year reign of Hoshea, when
Sargon, then king of Assyria, carried away many
more of the Israelites, including those of the central
tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh; yet quite a num-
ber remained, and these continued to live in the land.
We see, then, that although the Kingdom of Israel
had passed away with the fall of Samaria, there was
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yvet a people remaining, the land not being wholly
depopulated (II Chron. 30:1, 6; Isa. 7:22).

Not until the reign of Esarhaddon, king of As-
syria, did the final captivity of this remnant take
place. This fact is established by the inscriptions
which have been found describing the reign of King
Esarhaddon, who not only removed the remnant of
Israel from the land, but brought into it and set-
tled therein “conquered peoples from the mountains
and sea of the rising sun.” This account agrees with
II Kings 17:24, where the king of Assyria referred
to is Esarhaddon (Ezra 4:2). The Asnappar of
Ezra 4:10 is held, by most authorities, to be Assur-
banipal, the son of Esarhaddon, who was associated
with his father in this undertaking.

As a confirmation of the foregoing, the following
statement from the writings of George Smith of the
British Museum, a noted and able archeologist and
student of the ancient inscriptions of Assyria, is of
interest: “Tirhakah (king of Egypt) having made
the whole of Palestine revolt, Esarhaddon marched
against him, defeated his forces in Philistia, carried
into captivity the remnant of Israel, sent Manasseh,
king of Judah, prisoner to Babylon, and drove Tir-
hakah out of Egypt into Ethiopia.”—The Assyrian
Eponym Canon, page 166.

The few Israelites who remained after this time,
if indeed there were any, mingled with the Gentile
peoples whom the king of Assyria had brought into
the land, and so lost their identity as Israelites. Thus
the nation, of which Ephraim was the dominant
tribe, was smitten until it was no longer a people,
though many individuals of these ten “lost tribes”
are known to have cast in their lot with Judah, and
have since been called “Jews.”
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This final dissolution of the ten-tribe nation is
known to have occurred late in the reign of Esar-
haddon, though the exact year is a matter of con-
jecture. The three Egyptian campaigns of this
Assyrian king took place, according to the best au-
thorities, within the last five years of his reign, the
third having been in the year of his death. During
this period he caused the dispersion of the remnant
of Israel and incorporated their land as a province
of the Assyrian Empire.

The point to which attention is especially invited
is that the prophecy of Isaiah concerning the 65
years was certainly spoken in the year that Ahaz
ascended the throne of Judah, for that was the year
of the onslaught of the confederates Pekah and
Rezin, then in progress. In the preceding chapter
it was shown that this year was also the 13th year
of the kingship of Tiglath-pileser of Assyria, and
from the beginning of this year to the close of the
reign of Esarhaddon was exactly 65 years, accord-
ing to the Assyrian Canon. If, on the other hand,
we use the date 743 B.C., usually given for the death
of Jotham and the enthronement of Ahaz, differing
by 19 years from the correct Bible chronology of
Seripture Studies, and if we take the date 668 B.C.
(almost universally adopted by historians) as the
year of the death of Esarhaddon, the number of in-
tervening years is seen to be 75, or ten years more
than the 65 year limit of Isaiah’s prophecy. This
same discrepancy of about ten years appears in a
number of instances where the Bible and the As-
syrian records come into contact, and is to be ac-
counted for by the fact, as we believe, that the
Assyrian Canon has been misdated (by modern his-
torians) to the extent of 29 years, while the more
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usually accepted, but incorrect Bible dates are in
error by only about 19 years in this part of the
period of the kings. Let us now turn in our study
to the famous prophecy of Isaiah 8:1-4, concerning

MAHER-SHALAL-HASH-BAZ

The meaning of this symbolic name of Isaiah’s
second son is, “The spoil speedeth, the prey hasteth.”
The elder son of Isaiah was caller Shear-jashub,
which means, “A remnant shall return.” Isaiah and
his two sons were “for signs and for wonders in
Israel” (Isa. 8:18), and although those who were of
natural Israel beheld them, it is evident that those
signs and wonders are more especially intended for
spiritual Israel in the end of the present dispen-
sation.

It must be recognized that there is, in the case of
the prophecies under consideration, a double fulfill-
ment: the one, a typical fulfillment directly con-
cerned with the affairs of Israel in Isaiah’s time;
the other, an antitypical fulfillment, remote from
the times and circumstances under which the proph-
ecies were spoken. It is the former and literal ful-
fillment which we shall next take up.

In brief, the significance of Maher-shalal-hash-baz
to the Israelites of that time was that within a very
short space of time those countries which were then
harassing Judah should themselves be despoiled and
their rulers slain. So we read, “For before the child
shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good,
the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of
both her kings.” “For before the child shall have
knowledge to cry, My father, and my mother, the
riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall
be taken away before [in front of] the king of
Assyria” (Isa. 7:16; 8:4).
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A normal child of less than a year old is able to
distinguish one kind of food from another, and be-
gins to babble such words as “papa” and “mamma.”
The meaning of the prophecy then was that the
length of time that should elapse from the birth of
the child Maher-shalal-hash-baz until the overthrow
of the conspirators, would be less than one year, or
only a few months. From the account given (Isa.
8:3) it is evident that Isaiah’s wife, here called ‘“the
prophetess,” must have given birth to this child
about nine months from the time that Isaiah stood
before Ahaz which, as we have seen, was very
shortly after the death of King Jotham (II Kings
15:37; 16:5; Isa. 7:1). In the following year, or
within a little over a year from that time, the ful-
fillment would be due. The Bible does not give the
date of the overthrow of Pekah and Rezin, but the
Assyrian Canon, not as dated by modern authorities,
but in its original form, indicates—just as would be
expected from Isaiah’s words—that the overthrow
of Damascus occurred in the next year, while in the
same year, as we shall now show, the assassination
of Pekah occurred, as related in II Kings 15:30.

The proof is as follows: Hoshea, the slayer and
successor of Pekah, reigned nine years, at the end
of which time Samaria was taken and its inhabitants
carried into exile (II Kings 17:6). Now, the As-
syrian Canon shows that the fall of Samaria took
place just nine years after the conquest of Damas-
cus by Tiglath-pileser, and since these nine years
correspond to the reign of Hoshea, it follows that
Pekah was slain in the same year that Damascus fell.
Thus, exactly as foretold, and within the time limit
stated, both of the lands of which the inhabitants of
Jerusalem were in dread, were deprived of their
kings, and their wealth carried off to Assyria.
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Or, viewing this matter from a slightly different
standpoint, the historical setting of the prophecy
was in the year 762 B.C., Bible chronology, for this
was the year of the death of Jotham, and is the year
properly designated as the 16th of Jotham’s reign,
though Ahaz ascended the throne in the same year.

We know, furthermore, from the custom then in
vogue of beginning the regnal years of the kings of
Judah with the month of Nisan in Spring, that the
first year proper, of the reign of Ahaz, did not begin
until the next Spring, 761 B.C. It can be stated with
certainty that the years of the reigns of the kings
of Assyria and Babylonia were also numbered usu-
ally in the same way and that all of these countries
used the same “luni-solar” calendar, whose year
began in Springtime. The Egyptian year, however,
began in Autumn, and there is evidence that the
ancient patriarchs also began their year in Autumn.

With this explanation it will be clear to the reader
that the prediction of Isaiah 7:16 indicates the slay-
ing of Pekah, king of Israel and his confederate,
Rezin of Syria, in the year next following that in
which King Jotham died, i. e., in 761 B.C. Hoshea
reigned over Israel for nine years, at the end of
which Samaria fell into the hands of the Assyrians.
The end of the three-year siege of Samaria must
therefore have taken place nine years after the close
of the year 761 B.C., or at the end of the year 752 B.C.,
which was in Spring B.C. 751. With these conclusions
the Assyrian Canon, when dated through Amos 8:9,
is in absolute agreement (see Chapter VIII).

“SAY YE NOT, A CONFEDERACY”

A word may now be added concerning the Gospel
Age antitype of these things. Isaiah, whose name
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signifies “the salvation of Jehovah,” is evidently a
type of our Lord since the beginning of his Parousia,
or presence, in 1874. His two sons, Shear-jashub (a
remnant shall return) and Maher-shalal-hash-baz
(spoil speeds, prey hastes) seem to represent the
Lord’s people in two aspects, in the end of the Gos-
pel Age; the former in the aspect of a remnant of
spiritual Israel who return to the faith of the Apos-
tles, after having been captive in Mystic Babylon;
while the latter seems to typify the same class as
those who make known or declare the “day of ven-
geance of our God.” Thus, in an antitypical, as well
as a typical and literal sense, Isaiah and his sons
“are for signs and for wonders in Israel from
Jehovah of hosts, who dwelleth in Mount Zion.”

The forbidden confederacy of Pekah and Rezin
would seem to represent the unlawful union of
Church and State, a union which has always re-
sulted in persecution of true Christians, just as in
the typical picture, Pekah and Rezin came up against
Judah and made a furious though unsuccessful at-
tack on Jerusalem.

It is suggested that the events that will constitute
in particular the fulfillment of these prophecies are
yet future, though present events (1934) are point-
ing to a near fulfillment of them, i. e., to a fresh
alliance of the civil and ecclesiastical powers of
Christendom, accompanied by an abortive attempt
on the part of these powers, cooperating to that end,
to establish a spurious or counterfeit kingdom of
Christ (Isaiah 7:6). The import of the prophecy is
that the scheme will not succeed, but will within a
few months after its inception come to naught. The
army of the Assyrians seems here to represent the
radicals or leftists, who will quickly bring about
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the destruction of those civil and ecclesiastical heads
responsible for the plot. During the brief supremacy
of the ecclesiastical powers of Christendom which
will result from the alliance, a renewal of persecu-
tions of “non-conformist’” Christians, like that of
the “Dark Ages,” and on a world-wide scale, is to
be expected. Compare Rev. 12:17; 13:17; 17:14;
19:19.



CHAPTER III

Prophetic and Historical Corroborations
(Continued)

It has been shown on the preceding pages that
the fall of Samaria, capital city of the ten-tribe na-
tion of Israel, took place at about the close of the
Jewish ecclesiastical year which ended in Spring
751 B.c. This important event, therefore, seems to
have occurred toward the close of the tenth year of
Ahaz, king of Judah; but this is in conflict with the
synchronistic statement of II Kings 18:10, which
places it in the sixth year of Hezekiah, or twelve
years later.

The numerous difficulties which arise whenever an
attempt is made to harmonize the synchronisms * in
the Book of Kings, have been noted by many writers
and authorities. Encyclopedia Britannica, in its dis-
cussion of Bible chronology, recognizes this difficulty
by giving the synchronistic length of each reign, in
addition to the stated length—in almost every case
a different figure.

These synchronisms have been referred to as the
“despair of historians” and they have undoubtedly
had much to do with the rise of the school of “higher

* A synchronism of the class referred to, is a statement which at-
tempts to identify a certain year of the reign of a king of Judah, with
that of a king of Israel, or vice versa ; for example, “A,” king of Judah,
began to reign in a certain year of “B,” king of Israel. The statements
of II Kings 18:9, 10 are of this order, and are the last of the synchron-
isms in the Book of Kings. The kingdom of Israel came to an end with
the 9th year of Hoshea, as stated in II Kings 17 :6, which is not a syn-
chronism, The first synchronism is in I Kings 15 :1.

28
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critics” who, perceiving the confusion which exists
here, have resorted to the use of “critical” methods
of analysis and interpretation, and have not stopped
there but have extended the use of such “critical”
methods to the entire Word of God. Much harm
has resulted from this erroneous course, and multi-
tudes have lost faith in the Bible. Had these critics
had on the “whole armour of God” (Eph. 6:13), in-
cluding the head-piece, the “helmet of salvation,”
they would not have fallen into this serious error.

The Christian whose mind has been enlightened
in the deep things of God and who understands
something of the marvelous consistency, reasonable-
ness and mathematical precision with which the
Creator has constructed His “Plan of the Ages,”
would know that God is not the author of this con-
fusion, and so would have been led to suspect an
interpolation in the case of these conflicting syn-
chronisms.

The ‘“higher critics” themselves hold that there
are evidences of a composite, or mixed text here, and
in this they are quite correct. Careful and earnest
Bible students are now quite generally agreed that
these synchronisms are not a part of the original
text of the Book of Kings, and so have refused to
accept them as inspired sources of information.

The following quotation will serve to show that
we are by no means alone in the belief that the syn-
chronisms are an interpolation: “Chronologers (as
Ussher) who have attempted to base this period of
Bible chronology upon the synchronisms found in
the Book of Kings, have caused much unnecessary
confusion; for it is well known that these synchro-
nisms cannot be reconciled with the reigns of the
kings of Judah and Israel, nor even with themselves.
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It is now generally agreed that these synchronisms
were added to the Book of Kings by a later hand,
and are not to be considered as original independent
chronological data.”—Great Pyramid Passages, Vol.
II, page 23, Revised Edition (Edgar).

If, then, our conclusion as to the correct date of
the fall of Samaria is called in question on the
ground of disagreement with some of the synchro-
nisms in the Book of Kings, it need only be stated
that no chronology agrees with all of these synchro-
nisms, for if a chronological system agrees with
some of these, it must necessarily disagree sharply
with others, since they are conflicting and contra-
dictory among themselves.

It may be added that this does not signify that a
great part of the present text of Kings is spurious.
Only the synchronistic statements are called in ques-
tion by the foregoing facts.}

THE ROD THAT SMOTE PHILISTIA

“In the year that king Ahaz died was this
burden. Rejoice mot, O Philistia, all of thee,
because the rod that smote thee is broken;
for out of the serpent’s root shall come forth
an adder, and his fruit shall be a fiery fly-
ing serpent” (Isa.14:28, 29, R.V.).

It has been suggested by some writers that the
rod referred to in this prophecy was Tiglath-pileser,
king of Assyria, who, it is alleged, died shortly be-

tIf II Kings 3:1 and 8:16, 17 were true, the chronological chain
through the kings of Judah would thereby be shortened 4 years, for
Jehoram of Judah would then have reigned only 4 years alone. The
true length of this reign is stated as 8 years in II Chron. 21:5, 20.
I Kings 15 :33 disagrees with II Chron. 16:1. A few more of the man
“synchronisms’ which fail to make harmony, are as follows: I Ki. 16:2
and I Ki. 16:29; II Ki. 13:1 and II Ki. 13:10; II Ki. 14:23 and II
Ki. 15:1; IT Ki. 15:30 and IT Ki. 15:33 (Jotham reigned 16 years only) ;
II Ki. 15:27, 30 and II Ki, 17:1; IT Ki, 17:1 and II Ki. 18:10.
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fore the time specified. It is true that this monarch
had chastised Philistia, together with the other peo-
ples of western Asia, but his demise could hardly
have been the occasion of the rejoicing here men-
tioned, for the Philistines would know that the
throne thus vacated would be filled by another.

Assyria is referred to as the rod of Jehovah’s
anger (Isa. 10:5), with which Israel was chastised,
but this rod was by no means broken in the year
Ahaz died: the power of Assyria was for many years
thereafter to increase, until Jehovah’s indignation
against His people should be accomplished. This, as
has been shown, was in the days of Esarhaddon.

The age-long enemy of the Philistines was the
nation of Israel, and this was the rod of Jehovah
with which the Philistines had been smitten many
times since the days of Joshua. When the Kingdom
of Israel came to an end at the fall of Samaria, the
Philistines would surely rejoice, saying, “the rod
that smote us is now broken.” Yet this rejoicing
was premature, as the prophetic words indicate, and
also as history records, for out of the “serpent’s
root” (Assyria) was soon to come forth the “adder,”
a probable reference to Sargon, who took Ashdod
of Philistia (Isa. 20:1). The “fiery flying serpent”
seems to be Esarhaddon, the grandson of Sargon,
who seems to have conquered the whole of Philistia
and, reorganizing that land, incorporated it into a
new Assyrian province.

The point to which it is now desired to direct at-
tention is that the Kingdom of Israel had been
broken in the year of the death of Ahaz, for we
have shown that that kingdom was brought to a
close with the capture of Samaria by the Assyrians,
in the 10th year of Ahaz and not in the 6th year of
Hezekiah, his successor, as is generally supposed.



32 WHICH IS THE TRUE CHRONOLOGY ?

THE FIRST YEAR OF HEZEKIAH
(II Chron. 28-31)

In the year following that of the prophecy against
Philistia, noted above, Hezekiah, the new king, in-
stituted a great reformation in Judah. “He, in the
first year of his reign, in the first month, opened
the doors of the house of the Lord, and repaired
them.” He gathered together the priesthood and
instructed them to sanctify themselves according to
the Law, and to cleanse the Temple, and “carry
forth the filthiness out of the holy place” (II Chron.
29:5).

In the second month the passover was kept and
Hezekiah sent letters to all Judah and the remnant
of Israel, including those of Ephraim and Manasseh
(IT Chron. 30:1), inviting all to come to the pass-
over, saying, “Ye children of Israel, turn again unto
the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, and he
will return to the remnant of you that are escaped
out of the hand of the kings of Assyria.” Thus, we
have clear proof that only a comparatively small
remnant of Israel remained in the land in the first
year of Hezekiah, the bulk of the people having been
carried off by the two kings, Tiglath-pileser and
Sargon, the former of whom had taken the districts
of Naphtali, Zebulun, Galilee and Gilead (II Kings
15:29), while the latter had taken Samaria, together
with the central tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh.*

In Chapter 31 we read the significant account of
the occurrences which immediately followed the
passover in the first year of Hezekiah, “Now when
all this was finished, all Israel that were present

* Pul took no captives, and Shalmaneser is believed to have died in
the midst of the siege of Samaria,
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went out to the cities of Judah, and brake the images
in pieces, and cut down the groves, and threw down
the high places and the altars out of all Judah and
Benjamin, in Ephraim also and Manasseh, until
they had utterly destroyed them all.”

These things, of course, could not have been done
and would not have been thought of so long as a
king of Israel remained in Samaria, with the tribes
of Ephraim and Manasseh intact. Thus, the pro-
phetic and historical evidence multiplies, tending to
establish beyond reasonable doubt that, in the be-
ginning of the reign of Hezekiah, the entire coun-
try of the ten-tribe Kingdom of Israel, had been
devastated and a remnant only left therein.

SARGON’S CAPTURE OF ASHDOD

“Sargon’s name occurs but once in the Old Testa-
ment (Isa. 20:1). As no trace of Sargon could be
found in classical writers, he was objected to as
fictitious. The finger of the skeptic pointed to the
name ‘Sargon’ in ridicule, and the Bible was charged
with putting off fiction as history. How strange!
The quaint old tablets of Nineveh have been ex-
humed, and with them the history of Sargon. It is
found that so far from being a fiction he was one
of the greatest monarchs that ever ruled in Assyria,
and that his reign lasted seventeen years. The very
event recorded by the prophet Isaiah, in connection
with which his name is mentioned, is recorded in
Sargon’s annals, and unexpected light is thrown
upon the Scripture.”—Dr. David Gregg in ‘“The
Spade and the Bible,” Watch Tower, Feb. 1, 1897.

In the Scripture above cited the prophet makes
reference to “the year that Tartan came unto Ash-
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dod (when Sargon king of Assyria sent him) and
fought against Ashdod, and took it.”” The Bible
does not record the date of this event, but the rec-
ords of Assyria leave no doubt that it was 12 years
after the fall of Samaria, and we therefore infer
that the correct date is B.C. 740, but the date usually
given is B.c. T11.

It seems evident that Isaiah’s prophecies are re-
corded by inspiration in the exact order in which
they were received, and all of his dates are to be
understood as in chronological sequence. They are:
the year that King Uzziah died, B.Cc. 778 (Isa. 6:1);
the year that King Jotham died, B.c. 762 (Isa. 7:1;
II Ki. 15:37; 16:5) ; the year that King Ahaz died,
B.C. 746 (Isa. 14:28); the year Ashdod was taken,
B.C. 740 (Isa. 20:1); and the 14th year of Hezekiah,
B.C. 732 (Isa. 36:1). These dates, it will be observed,
follow one another in perfect chronological order.

Yet a peculiar inconsistency arises in connection
with the year of the capture of Ashdod when we
use the “historical” date for this event, B.C. 711:
according to the more usually adopted Bible dates,
which differ from those we accept as correct by
about 19 years, the year 711 B.C. would be the 16th
year of the reign of Hezekiah, king of Judah, or two
years later than the events of the 14th year of that
reign, recorded in Isa. 36:1. In other words, in that
case, the prophet Isaiah, in the 20th chapter of his
book, was farther along on the stream of time than
he was in the 36th chapter!

SENNACHERIB’S INVASION OF JUDAH

The time of the campaign of Sennacherib, king of
Assyria, in which he invaded the land of Judah in
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the days of King Hezekiah, is recorded with pre-
cision both in the Scriptures and in the annals of
Assyria, but chronologers have hitherto been utterly
unable to harmonize the two records. In the Scrip-
tures the event is stated to have occurred in the
14th year of Hezekiah, king of Judah (Isa. 36:1;
II Ki. 18:13) and the time is further established
(I1 Ki. 20:1-6) as 15 years before the close of Heze-
kiah’s 29-year reign. The time is also fixed, as will
be observed in Chapter V, by an important time-
parallel.

One of the most highly prized of the Assyrian tab-
lets that have been discovered in recent years near
the site of ancient Nineveh is that known as the
Taylor Prism, in which Sennacherib recounts the
events of this campaign against Hezekiah of Judah.
As might be expected he avoids any mention of the
terrible visitation from God, which came in answer
to Hezekiah’s prayer, and by which 185,000 men of
Sennacherib’s army were destroyed in one night
(II Ki. 19:35).

This was the campaign of Sennacherib’s third
year and with regard to the approximate time in
the reign of Sennacherib there is no occasion for
divergence of opinion. Thus George Smith in his
book “The Assyrian Canon,” page 171, writes: “In
the Assyrian annals the date of this expedition is
very clearly fixed; and there is no difference of
opinion among scholars as to it.” Mr. Smith places
the beginning of the expedition in the year 703 B.C.
which, in the dating system he uses, corresponds to
the third year of the reign of this Assyrian mon-
arch. In the “People’s Bible Dictionary,” page 194,
we read, “In the third year of his reign . . . Sen-
nacherib turned his arms toward the west, attacked
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Sidon, and finally marched against Hezekiah, king
of Judah.”

The foregoing statements will serve to make it
quite clear to the reader, first, that the time of
Sennacherib’s invasion is unmistakably fixed by
Scripture in the 14th year of Hezekiah, king of
Judah; and second, that the Assyrian annals, with
a degree of clarity that is more than usual, fix the
same event in or about the third year of Senna-
cherib, king of Assyria.

No one has thus far been able to harmonize these
two records, for the date commonly given for the
14th year of Hezekiah is 713 B.C., while that assigned
to Sennacherib’s third year is 703 B.C., leaving a
discrepancy of 10 years.

George Smith, in a sincere but mistaken attempt
to bring the Bible into agreement with the records
of Assyria, has suggested a copyist’s error in II Ki.
18:13, which he thinks should read “twenty-fourth
year” instead of “fourteenth.” This well-meaning
suggestion must be ruled out for the date is not only
given both in Kings and in Isaiah as Hezekiah’s
14th year, but it is also fixed, as shown above, at a
time 15 years before Hezekiah’s death. Since Heze-
kiah reigned 29 years (II Chron. 29:1; IT Ki. 18:2),
it follows that an event which took place 15 years
before his death must have been in his 14th year.

Others have confused this campaign of Senna-
cherib with that of Sargon in which Ashdod was
taken, claiming that they are one and the same.
Those who have adopted this view have only gone
from bad to worse, for the theory is utterly incom-
patible with either the Bible or the Assyrian annals,
which record each event as separate and distinct.
This is an example of the lengths to which some
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historians have gone in their efforts to make a show-
ing of harmony and consistency in their findings.

It is only after we turn to the true chronology of
God’s Word that we find these difficulties dissolved.
The trouble results from an erroneous chronology
of the kings of Judah on the one hand, differing by
19 years from the true, and an erroneous dating of
the Assyrian Canon on the other hand, which dat-
ing, as shown in Chapter I, differs from the true
by 29 years.

Referring to the correct Bible chronology as pre-
sented in Seripture Studies by the late Charles Taze
Russell, we find that the date of Hezekiah’s 14th
year was 732 B.C. This, then, was the year of Sen-
nacherib’s campaign against Judah.

According to the Assyrian Canon, the third year
of Sennacherib was the 20th year after the fall of
Samaria (see Chapter VIII). It has been shown
that the latter event was in the end of 752 B.C., and
the Palestinian campaign of Sennacherib was there-
fore 20 years later, or in 732 B.c. Thus, it is seen
that the Bible and this part of the Assyrian Canon
are in absolute agreement, and the latter, when cor-
rect dates are applied to it, is a reliable document
and is moreover a powerful witness to the truth-
fulness and accuracy of the Bible chronology.



CHAPTER 1V

The Seventy Years Desolation

“I, Daniel, understood by the books the
number of the years whereof the word of
Jehovah came to Jeremiah the prophet, for
the accomplishing of the desolations of Jeru~
salem, even seventy years.”

(Daniel 9:2, R.V.).

There should be no disagreement among those who
believe in the Bible as the inspired Word of God, as
to the length of the period of the desolation, for the
Scriptures are as clear and definite on this point as
it would seem possible for language to be. Some-
times, in their quest for the supposedly difficult and
abstruse, scholars have overlooked the simple and
the obvious, and this is indeed the case with refer-
ence to some of the reputedly knotty problems of
chronology.

Jeremiah, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
had foretold a captivity and desolation of the land,
and had given its duration as 70 years (Jeremiah
25:11, 12); Daniel, also under divine inspiration,
stated his understanding of the words of the Lord
through Jeremiah, to be that the desolations of
Jerusalem must continue for 70 years. In II Chron.
36:20-22 it is further stated that Jeremiah’s 70
year period was to end with “the reign of the king-
dom of Persia” and that “in the first year of Cyrus,
king of Persia,” he made his decree permitting the
Jews to return to Jerusalem, thus ending the deso-
lation.

38
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The first year of Cyrus as king of the Medo-
Persian Empire, was 536 B.C., and on this point there
is marked unanimity of opinion. The obvious and,
it would seem, inescapable conclusion is therefore
that the destruction and desolation of Jerusalem,
which took place in the 11th year of Zedekiah, was
606 B.C.; for, if B.Cc. 536 was the year in which the
70 years of desolation ended and the restoration of
the Jews began, it follows that their kingdom was
overthrown and their land and city desolated just
70 years before this date, or 606 B.c. This argument
has not been, and cannot be refuted.

We present below, proof-texts in support of the
foregoing:

(1) “And I will scatter you among the
heathen, and will draw out a sword after
you: and your land shall be desolate, and
your cities waste. Then shall the land enjoy
her sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate,
and ye be in your enemies’ land; even then
shall the land rest, and enjoy her sabbaths.
As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest;
because it did NOT rest in your sabbaths,
when ye dwelt upon it” (Lev. 26:33-35).

(2) “And this whole land shall be a deso-
lation, and an astonishment; and these na-
tions shall serve the king of Babylon seventy
years” (Jer. 25:11).

(3) “And them that had escaped from
the sword carried he away to Babylon;
where they were servants to him and his
sons until the reign of the kingdom of
Persia: to fulfill the word of the Lord by
the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had
enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay
desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfill three-
score and ten years” (II Chron, 36:20, 21).

The first of these texts indicates that neglect on
Israel’s part, of the sabbath feature of the Law,
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would result in an enforced period of sabbath-
keeping, the length of which is not given. The con-
ditions under which the land should keep sabbath
as here foretold are, first, that the land should be
desolate and their cities waste; second, that Israel
should be removed into their enemies’ land. The
language here is very definite, and there would seem
to be no reasonable doubt or question as to its
meaning.

In the second text it is to be noted that the two
conditions specified by Moses are met in Jeremiah’s
prediction, viz., desolation of the land and servitude
or captivity in Babylon, their enemies’ land; while
the additional information is here given that these
conditions must obtain for 70 years.

In the third text it is indicated that the predicted
sabbath-keeping of the land, and Jeremiah’s period
of servitude and desolation are the same. The iden-
tity of the two is here established beyond question,
for all who have faith in the testimony of the in-
spired Word of God.

When the three texts quoted above are considered
in their relationship to one another, they seem defi-
nitely to refute three theories which have been put
forth respecting Israel’s servitude in Babylon, and
the sabbath-keeping of the land, as follows:

First, the theory that the predicted captivity in
Babylon and the period of sabbath-keeping or deso-
lation, are different periods. Such cannot be true,
for, according to the third of the above proof-texts
they are identical. Jeremiah, it will be remembered,
had predicted the desolation and servitude of 70
years, but had not mentioned sabbath-keeping.
Moses had predicted that Israel would not let the
land rest so long as they dwelt upon it (Lev. 26:35),
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and that the enforced sabbath-keeping would ensue.
The passage in IT Chron. 36:20, 21, informs us that
Jeremiah’s predicted 70-year period was divinely
provided in order that the land might rest and enjoy
her sabbaths; for they “were servants [in servitude
or bondage as predicted by Jeremiah] to him . . .
until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths.”

Second, these texts prove the theory erroneous
which holds that the land could be enjoying her sab-
baths while the people dwelt upon it. Such a possi-
bility is excluded by Moses in the first text quoted;
for, “then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long
as it lieth desolate, and ye be in your enemies’ land.”

Third, these scriptures also definitely dispose of
the theory which suggests that, since 19 of the pre-
dicted 70 jubilee sabbaths had in some fashion been
observed by Israel in the land, there remained only
51 jubilees to be observed and that the expression,
“to fulfill three-score and ten years,” might imply
that only 51 jubilees remained to be observed.

Moses, however, in his office of Prophet, had
shown that Israel would not permit the land to rest
in their sabbaths so long as they dwelt upon it, and
this means that the enforced period of sabbath-
keeping must include the entire predestined number
of 70 years. Furthermore, Jeremiah had said noth-
ing of any 51-year period of desolation; his words
clearly justify the inference that the period of deso-
lation would be 70 years, and the words of Daniel,
quoted above, leave no room for doubt on this point.
Josephus, the Jewish historian, also understood the
matter thus, for he says, “But the king of Babylon,
who brought out the two tribes [Judah and Ben-
jamin], placed no other nation in their country, by
which means all Judea and Jerusalem, and the tem-
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ple, continued to be a desert for 70 years” (Ant.
X, 9:7).

SOME OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED

We are not unmindful that views differing from
that just expressed, have gained acceptance among
some conscientious students of the Word, and the

~purpose of the present treatise is in large part to
offer aid to such. Space is therefore devoted to a
consideration, as brief and simple as may be pos-
sible, of the various passages of Scripture which
have been thought to teach otherwise, and in Chap-
ter VIII some reference will be made to the astro-
nomical Canon of Ptolemy. The principal ground
for the acceptance of these differing views on chro-
nology is, it would appear, the failure of certain
expectations which were entertained by many Chris-
tians prior to the year A.D. 1914 with reference to
the change and glorification of the last members of
the Church and the establishment in that year of
the visible phase of the Kingdom of God. Now,
somewhat similar expectations, based upon the al-
tered chronology, have also failed of realization and
the faith of some will perhaps be in danger of being
shaken as to the validity of time-prophecy in general.

The seriousness of this matter lies not so much
in the importance of this subject of chronology in
itself—important though it is—but rather in its
relationship to faith and the credibility of the Bible
as a whole. It must be conceded that the time ele-
ment is very prominent in Scripture, and that the
all-important subject of Prophecy is inseparably
linked with chronology. The danger is that some,
becoming skeptical of all efforts to understand time-
prophecy, might at the same time suffer loss of con-
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fidence in all dispensational truth, and even in the
Bible itself.

In succeeding chapters it will be shown, quite
clearly, it is hoped, why the earthly phase of the
Kingdom could not be set up in 1914, or in 1933,
and it will be further shown that the true explana-
tion of this matter—which has greatly perplexed
the Lord’s consecrated people in recent years—is to
be found not through the rejection of the Bible
chronology as presented in Scripture Studies, but
rather through the retention of it, for the true ex-
planation CANNOT BE UNDERSTOOD apart from
that chronology.

Let us now consider some of the scriptures which
have been thought to uphold a doctrine differing
from that set forth in Seripture Studies, with refer-
ence to the seventy years desolation of the land.

The suggestion has been made that the term “deso-
lation” in the various scriptures which have been
cited as pertaining to this subject, does not neces-
sarily imply the complete depopulation of the land
of Judea, but that it refers rather to the cessation
of agricultural pursuits, sowing, reaping, etc., while
the period of the desolation is held to have begun
with Nebuchadnezzar’s invasion of Judea which
took place in the ninth year of Zedekiah and to have
ended some years after the return of the Jews from
captivity, following the decree of Cyrus, king of
Persia. :

It is agreed that the expressed divine purpose in
the desolation was that the land might keep sabbath
according to the provisions of the Law of Moses,
and this meant that there should be no sowing and
reaping (Lev. 25:4, 5, 11). If, then, it can be shown
that sowing and reaping occurred during any por-
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tion of this claimed period of desolation, that fact
would disprove the theory in question.

The Jews returned to their land in 536 B.c. In
the second year of the reign of Darius Hystaspes, or
about 16 years later according to the best authori-
ties, the foundations of the Temple were completed.
During this interval, which is included in the
claimed period of desolation under discussion, the
people subsisted upon the fruits of the land, sowing
and reaping, although the returns were meager.
This is shown in the words of the prophet Haggai:
“Ye have sown much, and bring in [reap] little; ye
eat but ye have not enough” (Haggai 1:1, 6). Thus,
although there was a drought upon the land until
the Temple had been restored, there unquestionably
was sowing and reaping during these years, and the
land was not keeping sabbath.

It was quite proper for the Jews to sow and reap
during this time: there certainly had been no
divinely given prohibitions along this line, but the
drought and other adverse conditions with which
they had to contend were sent, as the prophet ex-
pressly states, because of the fact that, on return-
ing to their land, they had neglected their first duty
to the Lord, the rebuilding of the Temple: it was
a disciplinary measure, and in no way related to
sabbath-keeping.*

. * It has been convincingly shown that the correct date for the begin-
ning of the 4-year period in which the Temple was rebuilt, was Autumn
B.Cc. 521, and not B.c. 520 as has been supposed. The following will
make the matter clear, ‘“Ussher’s chronology gives 520 B.c. as the
second year of Darius; but Professor Rawlinson points out in his work
Five Great Monarchies, Vol. III, pp. 404, 408, that while Darius
mounted the throne on 1st January 521 B.c., his second year of reign,
according to Jewish reckoning, began to count from Springtime three
months after: so that the 6th month of the 2nd year of Darius would
still be in the year 521 B.C.”—Gt. Pyr. Pass., Vol. II, p. 106, footnote
(Edgar). The Lord’s blessing upon the Jews began from the time that
the foundation of the Lord’s house was laid, which was in the ninth
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It has been held further by some sincere Bible
students, that there were Jews in the land of Judea
for about 4 years after the destruction of Jerusa-
lem, and the words in Jeremiah 52:30 are cited as
proof: “In the three and twentieth year of Nebu-
chadrezzar Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard
carried away captive of the Jews seven hundred
forty and five persons.”

It is to be noted that, in the passage quoted, it is
not stated that these Jews were carried captive from
Judea, and such a thought would disagree with the
account of Jeremiah which indicates that the rem-
nant of Jews whom Nebuzar-adan, the captain of
the guard, left in the land, fled into Egypt about the
7th month of the same year (II Ki. 25:25, 26; Jer.
41:1, 17; 44:22). To this, the historian Josephus
agrees, for he says that the captives referred to
were taken from Egypt.

The genuineness of the passage in Jeremiah
52:28-30 has, moreover, been questioned by some
authorities, and the evidence favors the conclusion
that this was originally a marginal note or com-
ment which, probably by accident, crept into the
traditional Hebrew text, no manuscripts of which
are of earlier date than the 10th century A.D. This
passage is in conflict with II Kings 24:12, 14, both
as to the date and the number of captives taken at
the time of the captivity of Jehoiachin. It is absent
in all of the earlier Greek MSS, and does not ap-
pear in the Septuagint version of the Scriptures.

month of the second year of Darius (Hag. 1:1; 2:18, 19). If Prof.
Rawlinson’s statement is correct, then the ninth month of Darius’
second year was about December B.c. 521; but this point of time,
measuring from the supposed beginning of the desolation about January
B.C. 589, gives a little less than 69 years instead of the 70 years
required by Scripture.
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When the remnant of Jews fled into Egypt, taking
Jeremiah with them, they left the land “a desolation
and an astonishment and a curse, without an in-
habitant” according to Jeremiah’s own statement
(Jer. 44:22).

There is no evidence to support the contention
that there were any people living in Judea from the
year of the destruction of Jerusalem until the first
year of Cyrus. Ezra, it is true, mentions some ‘“ad-
versaries of Judah and Benjamin” who hindered the
building of the Temple after the return from exile.
These were the people who were settled in the land
of Samaria (not Judea) by Esarhaddon, king of
Assyria and his son Assur-banipal (Asnappar).
The returning Jews found their Judean lands va-
cant, their houses unoccupied and their cities waste.
They moved in immediately with none to hinder or
disturb them.

SEVENTY YEARS OF INDIGNATION

In the prophecy of Zechariah, the period of deso-
lation is referred to as 70 years in which the Lord
had indignation against his people. We read, ‘“Then
the angel of the Lord answered and said, O Lord of
Hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusa-
lem and the cities of Judah, against which thou hast
had indignation these three-score and ten years?”
These words were spoken in the second year of
Darius, just two months after the completion of the
foundations of the Temple at Jerusalem. The 70
years referred to are those which intervened be-
tween the destruction of Jerusalem and the re-
turn of the exiles. No 70-year period of desolation
and sabbath-keeping could possibly have expired at
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the time of this prophecy, for, as has been shown
the people had been tilling the soil, planting and
reaping for 16 years prior to that time.

The meaning of the words of the text above
quoted would seem to be that although the predicted
70 years of indignation or desolation had now long
expired during which time the divine decree pre-
cluded the Jews from entering or cultivating the
land, yet the Lord had not yet manifested his favor
to them by giving them prosperity; so the angel of
the Lord was heard to inquire, “How long [after the
return to the land] wilt thou not have mercy on
Jerusalem . . . ?’ (Zech. 1:12).

The Lord’s blessing was due upon the return of
the Jews to the land, but this had been withheld for
16 years. The words “How long?’ are therefore
full of meaning, i. e., How long will this delay con-
tinue? But if the alternative view be held, that the
70 years were only then running out, those words
would seem to be inappropriate.

HARMONY OF THE LAW AND
PROPHETS

We have now observed the provisions of the Law
respecting the sabbaths of the land, and have noted
the statement of Moses that in the event of Israel’s
failure to observe these sabbaths, the Lord would
cause them to be removed from the land and scat-
tered among the heathen so that the land, being
without inhabitant and desolate, might keep sab-
bath.

We have noted the explicit statements of Jere-
miah and the writer of the Book of Kings respect-
ing the length of this divinely provided and en-
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forced period of sabbath-keeping, 70 years. The in-
spired testimony of the prophet Daniel has also
been noted, wherein he interprets the prophecy of
Jeremiah as signifying that the desolations upon
the city of Jerusalem must continue for 70 years.
Jerusalem was not desolated until the 11th year of
Zedekiah, king of Judah: so the united testimony
of the Law and Prophets is to the effect that for 70
years following the devastation of the land of Judea
by Nebuchadnezzar, that land must be without an
inhabitant to till the soil. Divine power brought
about these results and caused that, at the end of
the 70 years, the Jews were permitted to return to
their land. Since the return from Babylon was
B.C. 536, it follows that the desolations of Jerusalem
and Judea began 70 years earlier, or B.C. 606.*

The prophet Isaiah is now also seen to give testi-
mony of like import: “And it shall come to pass in
that day, that Tyre shall be forgotten seventy years,
according to the days of one king: after the end of
seventy years shall Tyre sing as an harlot” (Isa.
23:15).

The words “shall be forgotten” in this verse are
the rendering of a Hebrew word which signifies
“to be oblivious of, from want of memory or atten-
tion” (Strong), and the meaning here is that dur-
ing the 70 years mentioned the important city of
Tyre would have sunk into oblivion, would be un-
mentioned and unthought of by the world of man-
kind. This result seems to have been brought about
by Nebuchadnezzar, who is said to have laid siege
against Tyre in his first year, but did not accomplish

* We adhere to the usual custom of referring to this year as 606 B.c.
But it is recognized that the exact point of time indicated for the desola-
tion of the land was 60614 years before A.pn. 1, or Autumn B.C. 607.
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its overthrow for many years thereafter, the exact
date of the fall of Tyre not being recorded in his-
tory. The evidence from Scripture is that Tyre fell
in the same year that Jerusalem fell, and that the
70 years of her oblivion are the same as those of the
desolation of Jerusalem.

Ezekiel shows that Tyre was not in oblivion in the
beginning of the year in which Jerusalem was deso-
lated. This year was the 11th of the captivity of
Jehoiachin, which synchronizes with the 11th and
last year of Zedekiah, king of Judah. In that year
Ezekiel received his prophecy against Tyre (Ezek.
26). The inhabitants of Tyre had seen the coming
destruction of Jerusalem and had exulted, saying,
“Aha, she is broken that was the gates of the peo-
ple: she is turned unto me: I shall be replenished,
now she is laid waste.” Because of this the Lord
said, “For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will
bring upon Tyrus Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby-
lon, a king of kings . . .” (Ezek. 26:7).

Now, from the Lord’s standpoint Nebuchadnezzar
was not “king of kings” or universal emperor so
long as there was a representative king on the typi-
cal throne of the Lord. The fact that Zedekiah and
Jehoiakim were tributary to Babylon does not alter
the case: Ahaz, Hezekiah, and others, for more than
a century before, had paid tribute to Gentile kings,
yet the Lord continued to recognize Judah as His
typical kingdom. But on the dethronement of Zede-
kiah and the full end of that typical kingdom, Nebu-
chadnezzar became king of kings, i. e., head over the
first of the four world empires which should hold
sway until “He come, whose right it is.” Later in
the same year Nebuchadnezzar evidently took and
desolated Tyre.
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The expression “seventy years, according to the
days of one king” in Isaiah’s prophecy quoted above,
would seem to be a reference to the full period of
the first of these four world empires, the term “king”
here having the significance of a kingdom or ruler-
ship. This supreme rulership of Babylon began,
from the Lord’s standpoint, not earlier than the 11th
year of Zedekiah (which was the 19th year of
Nebuchadnezzar) and it continued until overthrown
by Cyrus, king of Persia.

This, then, is the 70-year period in which Tyre
was forgotten. Yet, as the prophecy indicates, after
this time Tyre regained some of her former pres-
tige, and again became prominent. This ancient city
is now again in oblivion, and the words of Ezekiel
concerning her are now literally true, “I will make
thee a bare rock ; thou shalt be a place for the spread-
ing of nets.”



CHAPTER V

The Typical and Antitypical Seven Times

“And if ye will not yet for all this hearken
unto me, then will I punish you seven times
more for your sins.”

“Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be
fulfilled” (Lev. 26:18; Luke 21:24).

It will be assumed that the reader is familiar with
the Scriptural terms, “seven times” and “Times of
the Gentiles.” In Scripture Studies, Vol. 1I, Study
1V, is a full exposition of this important subject
to which the reader is referred. It has been under-
stood by Bible students for many years that these
terms have reference to a divinely foreordained
period of Gentile supremacy over the peoples and
kingdoms of earth, to intervene between the pass-
ing of God’s typical Kingdom and the beginning of
the establishment over the nations, of the Kingdom
of the Messiah.

As to the length of this period of time, this, too,
has been generally conceded to be seven symbolic
“times,” or 2520 literal years (7 X 360 = 2520) from
606 B.C. until 1914 A.p., when Christ began to smite
the Gentile nations with the rod of His power, in
preparation for the reign of righteousness and peace
which is soon to follow. Those to whom it is given
to understand these great and wonderful truths are
able to “discern this time” with a clarity of vision
impossible to the world’s greatest statesmen and
savants who are ignorant of them.

The visible reign of righteousness has not yet ap-
peared on earth; nor is this to be expected for some
years to come, as will be mathematically demon-
strated in Chapters VI and VII.

51
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The Apostle states (I Cor. 15:25, 26) that “he
[Christ] must reign till he hath put all enemies un-
der his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed
is death.” From these words it is to be understood
that the entire period of the thousand year reign
will be occupied with the work of subduing enemies,
the first of which will be the present Gentile powers
which, though professing to be Christian, are really
hostile to Christ and to those principles of justice
and righteousness (the Golden Rule) which must
characterize Christ’s reign. Christian Bible stu-
dents whose minds have been enlightened with a
knowledge of the true Plan of God as revealed in
His Word, now generally understand that the first
work of the new King, now present, must be to
sweep the earth clean with the “besom of destruc-
tion” (Isa. 14:23).

When every being, institution and influence, in-
cluding Satan, the “god of this world,” has been de-
stroyed or brought under control,* Christ will begin
the great work of vanquishing the last enemy,
death; for “the last enemy that shall be destroyed
[Greek, xarapyeirar, shall be rendered powerless] is
death.” This means that the resurrection processes
will then be started, by which those of the world
of mankind who will respond to the holy and be-
nign influences which will then be brought to bear
upon them (the living as well as those who have
gone into the tomb) will be gradually restored to
perfection, the condition which all lost in Adam.
Thus, death, the last enemy, will be subdued ; but the
second death, “everlasting destruction,” into which
the wilfully disobedient will go, is not to be regarded
as an enemy. It will be everlasting.

* Satan will be “bound” during the thousand years. His actual

destruction will take place in the “little season” which is to follow
(Rev. 20:2, 3, 10).
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That the Gentile Times had a beginning in 606 B.C.
and an ending in 1914 A.D is, then, quite generally
acknowledged among enlightened students of the
Word, but that there was both a typical and an anti-
typical period of “seven times,” is not, it would
seem, so generally understood or appreciated. In
the two great eras to which reference is made by
the terms “typical and antitypical seven times,” is
comprehended the complete interval of time be-
tween the “day” of Adam, in which all was lost
through the original transgression, and the “day of
Christ” the ‘“second Adam” in which He shall ac-
complish the express purpose of His coming to earth,
the restoration of “that which was lost” (Matt.
18:11), that is, the restoration of perfect life to the
human family.

The middle point in this comprehensive span of
the ages is none other than the time of the over-
throw of God’s typical Kingdom and the dethrone-
ment of its last and unworthy king, Zedekiah, of
whom the prophet Ezekiel wrote: “And thou, pro-
fane and wicked prince of Israel, whose day is come,
when iniquity shall have an end, thus saith the Lord
God; remove the diadem, and take off the crown:
this shall not be the same ... I will overturn,
overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more, until
he come whose right it is; and I will give it him”
(Ezek. 21:25-27).

The accompanying diagram illustrates the beauti-
ful and orderly arrangement of the two periods of
2520 years each, in their relation to the “day” of
Adam’s transgression, and the day of Christ, the
“times of restitution of all things, which God hath
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since
the world began” (Acts 3:21).
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Pastor Charles T. Russell, in commenting on this
and other chronological discoveries which had been
brought to his attention by brethren in Glasgow
and London, wrote in Zion’s Watch Tower of
Nov. 15, 1904, as follows: “There is nothing forced
or fanciful about these diagrams, their deductions
and conclusions. They are almost cold in their mat-
ter-of-fact-ness. Yet how meaningful and soul-
cheering to us who believe and appreciate their
significance. They come, too, at a time when ‘science,
falsely so called,” is making special attacks on the
chronology of God’s Word, and making those attacks
applicable to the Bible as a whole—at a time when
thousands at our side are falling into skepticism.”

It would seem passing strange that any, knowing
of these and other like harmonies, constituting what
should appeal to every spiritually minded Christian
as the strongest possible confirmation of the Bible
chronology, should further doubt its correctness or
launch further attacks upon it; yet such is the case.
It is our hope that some, through having these things
brought again to their attention, may be led to see
the error in such a course. These great chronologi-
cal “doubles” have been especially arranged by di-
vine Providence, as a bulwark to faith in the day
of trial now upon the earth, and they do well who
pay heed to these things and their wonderful im-
port, and who thus derive from them the strength,
comfort and incentive to faithfulness which they
are intended to impart.

No chronological doubles like that to which atten-
tion has been invited have been discovered in con-
nection with any chronology other than that which
is presented in Scripture Studies. It should not, of
course, be difficult, using any chronology, to discover
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that some event of importance of which there is a
Scriptural or historical record, was seemingly fol-
lowed by another just 2520 years later: chance
would account for a few instances of this kind, and
such instances are not to be regarded as time-
parallels in the true Scriptural meaning of that term.

Every enlightened Christian today recognizes the
typical or pictorial nature of the experiences through
which God’s ancient people were caused to pass;
and further, that the ages also, in which these things
happened unto them were typical. They, too, were
arranged by divine Providence for our benefit and
“happened unto them by way of figure; and they
were written for our admonition, upon whom the
ends of the ages are come” (I Cor. 10:11, R.V,,
marginal rendering).

Accordingly it is found that every true time-
parallel occurs in connection with a double epoch,
i. e., a complete typical, followed by a complete anti-
typical age or epoch of equal length. There is no
exception to this rule, of which we are aware. With
the adoption of any chronology which differs by so
much as one year from that which we term the true
Bible chronology, the time-parallels, or doubles, for
many years known and rejoiced in by advanced
Bible students, are obliterated, and there are none
to take their places.* Let all lovers of truth care-
fully consider this fact. A more complete statement
of the 2520 year time-parallel will be given at the
end of the present chapter.

* An attempt has been made to reconstruct the “Jewish Double” on
the framework of an altered chronology. The application made, if
correct, would require some significant event in 1933-1934, marking
full return of divine favor to the Jew, or full restoration of the king-
dom to Israel in Palestine. To date, mo such event has transpired
(October, 1934).
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A two-fold application of the “seven times” has
been suggested and advocated by some Bible stu-
dents, by which application this period is held to
have begun to run out in 1914 A.D., which date is
held to be just 2520 years from Nebuchadnezzar’s
first year; but the full end of Gentile dominion, ac-
cording to this view, was expected 19 years later, or
in 1933, which year is held to be 2520 years after
the full end of the kingdom of Judah.

The former of the two 2520 year periods is held
by such to be, properly, the “Gentile Times,” while
the latter, beginning with the full end of the Jewish
kingdom and ending with the year 1933, is regarded
rather as the “seven times” of punishment on fleshly
Israel, as foretold by Moses (Lev. 26). “In other
words, the Gentile ‘seven times’ indicates where the
lease of power or right to rule expired, while the
Jewish ‘seven times’ indicates when the exercise of
power or power to rule will cease.”

The exercise of power by the Gentile governments
did not cease in 1933, and this fact would seem to
be sufficient evidence of the erroneousness of the
view referred to; nevertheless, the teaching that
there was a beginning of the Gentile Times in the
first year of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, will
now be taken into careful consideration. This teach-
ing is based upon the assumption that there was a
captivity of Judah in Nebuchadnezzar’s first year,
which was also the fourth year of the reign of Je-
hoiakim, king of Judah (Jer. 25:1).

First, if it could be proved that a captivity oc-
curred in the 4th year of Jehoiakim, such would not
establish that year as the beginning of the Gentile
Times, for there had been previous captivities of the
Israelites (Judges 3:8, 14; 4:2, 3; 10:7, 8; 13:1),
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and it may be added that kings of Judah for many
years previously had been wont to pay tribute, as
vassals, to the kings of Egypt and Assyria. The
theocracy of Israel was by no means ended or inter-
rupted by these occurrences; nor could that the-
ocracy have been brought to a close by any instance
of paying tribute to a Gentile king, or any captivity
whatsoever.

Beginning with the enthronement of Saul, Jehovah
had a human representative on his typical throne,
and until that throne was vacated the Gentile Times
could not have commenced. The Lord, through the
prophet Ezekiel, indicates the exact point of time
when the 2520 years of Gentile dominion would
commence, saying, “Remove the diadem, and take
off the crown . . . I will overturn, overturn, over-
turn . . . until he come whose right it is.” The evi-
dence is clear that in 1914 A.D., “He, whose right it
is,” the true Messiah, the Anointed of God, took unto
Himself His great power and reigned (Rev. 11:17).

Second, the Scriptures are absolutely silent as to
any captivity in the 4th year of Jehoiakim, and
there would seem to be no evidence to support the
conclusion that there was any captivity to Babylon
prior to the death of that king in his 11th year.

In Jehoiakim’s 4th year Jeremiah was instructed
of the Lord to write and cause to be read in the ears
of the people the prophecies which he had spoken
against Jerusalem and Judah since the 13th year of
Josiah (Jer. 36:1, 2). At that time he declared to
them “Therefore thus saith the Lord of Hosts; Be-
cause ye have not heard my words, behold, I WILL
send and take all the families of the north, saith the
Lord, and Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, my
servant, and WILL bring them against this land”
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(Jer. 25:8, 9). It is thus seen that the punishments
predicted since the days of Josiah, had not yet been
inflicted, but were yet future.

This much of the prophecy began to be fulfilled
about four years later when Nebuchadnezzar, as pre-
dicted, came up to Jerusalem and ‘“Jehoiakim be-
came his servant three years’” at the end of which
he rebelled against the king of Babylon. Nebu-
chadnezzar, acting as the Lord’s instrument or
“servant,” stirred up bands from the surrounding
countries who harried Judah, until Nebuchadnezzar
should himself be free to come and besiege Jerusa-
lem (II Kings 24:1, 2).

After reigning 11 years Jehoiakim was evidently
slain and his body cast forth over the wall of Jerusa-
lem (Jer. 36:30). In the same year, which was the
8th year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar (II Kings
24:12) Jehoiachin, the son of Jehoiakim, was car-
ried captive to Babylon, together with the nobles
and chief men of Jerusalem. This was the first cap-
tivity to Babylon, and it occurred only 11 years
before the final overthrow of the kingdom of Judah.

If Jehoiakim’s 4th year was Nebuchadnezzar’s 1st
year, then Jehoiakim’s 11th year, in which the
captivity of his son Jehoiachin took place, was
Nebuchadnezzar’s 8th year; and the 11th year of
Zedekiah in which the city was destroyed, was Nebu-
chadnezzar’s 19th year (Jer. 25:1; II Kings 24:12;
25:8, 9). The perfect harmony of the Scriptural
synchronisms here cited is shown on the following
table, in which the years of the reigns of Jehoiakim
and Zedekiah appear in the upper line, the first 19
years of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign being shown be-
neath:

Jehoiakim Zedﬁkiah
\

Kings of Judah: 1234567891011 1 2 8 4 5 6 7 8 910 11
King of Babylon : 123456 7 8 9101112131415 16 1718 19
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A SEEMING DIFFICULTY

The foregoing argument seems quite clear and
conclusive, but a seeming difficulty arises in connec-
tion with Dan. 1:1, which mentions a captivity as
taking place “in the third year of the reign of Je-
hoiakim, king of Judah.” Now, the chief historical
books of the Old Testament are Kings and Chron-
icles, while the history of the particular period now
under discussion is largely supplemented by the
prophetic books of Jeremiah and Ezekiel. These
books all seem to teach uniformly that there was no
captivity to Babylon prior to the death of Jehoiakim.
Furthermore, it could not be true that “Nebuchad-
nezzar, king of Babylon,” besieged Jerusalem in the
third year of Jehoiakim, for, as shown in the pre-
ceding table, Nebuchadnezzar was not yet king of
Babylon in that year.* It was not until the follow-
ing year, which was Nebuchadnezzar’s 1st year and
Jehoiakim’s 4th year of reign, that Nebuchadnezzar
defeated Pharaoh-necho, king of Egypt (Jer. 46:2)
and it is certain that Jerusalem was not taken prior
to that event (Jer. 25: 1-9).

A copyist’s error has been suggested, but the more
probable explanation seems to be that Daniel, writ-
ing from Babylon and being in a high official position
there, had available to him the official Babylonian
records which he may have consulted, and the state-
ment is quite correct as viewed from that stand-
point. Those records would very probably begin the
reigns of subject kings from the time they became
vassals to the throne of Babylon: their previous
years of reign in all probability would not be rec-

i * The Babylonian year, like the Jewish, was counted from Nisan to
san.
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ognized. The statement in Dan. 1:1 would therefore
seem to signify that the captivity referred to took
place in the 3rd year of the reign of Jehoiakim as
the vassal king of Nebuchadnezzar. This 3rd year
of Jehoiakim’s reign as the vassal king or viceroy
of Nebuchadnezzar was the year of the first cap-
tivity of Judah to Babylon, which occurred in the
11th year of Jehoiakim, or B.C. 618.

“SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF
NEBUCHADNEZZAR”

(Dan. 2:1)

Another text in Daniel requires consideration: In
the second chapter of that book we read of the
dream of Nebuchadnezzar in which he saw the great
Gentile image, which symbolized the Gentile powers
that should exercise world dominion from that time
until the setting up of the Kingdom of Christ. In
verse 1 the time of the dream is stated to have
been in ‘“the second year of the reign of Nebuchad-
nezzar,” while Daniel in declaring the meaning of
the dream to Nebuchadnezzar said, “Thou, O king,
art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath
given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and
glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell,
the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven
hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee
ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold”
(Dan. 2:37, 38).

It would seem from these words of Daniel that
Nebuchadnezzar was at that time the “head of gold,”
and the statement, “Thou, O king, art a king of
kings,” would seem further to indicate that from
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the Lord’s standpoint Nebuchadnezzar was already
universal emperor, and that the Times of the Gen-
tiles had already begun to count.

It does not seem possible that this incident could
have taken place in the 2nd year of Nebuchadnezzar
as king of Babylon. Let us note carefully that this
is not the statement made in Dan. 2:1. Daniel could
hardly have been in Babylon at that early date, for
the first captivity, as we have seen, was not until
the 8th year of Nebuchadnezzar. Furthermore,
Nebuchadnezzar could not have been “king of kings”
in his second year of reign as king of Babylon, for
Jehovah’s typical throne had not been vacated at
that time. This title, “king of kings,” would seem
to imply that Jehovah’s throne had been vacated and
that divine permission had been accorded Nebuchad-
nezzar to exercise world dominion. We conclude,
therefore, that the year of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream
was not his second year as king of Babylon, but
that it was his second year as king of kings, or
world monarch.

Daniel was a mere youth when taken captive to
Babylon, but his precise age at that time is not
known. If he was 17 years of age at the time of the
captivity of Jehoiachin, he would be 30 years old in
the 2nd year after the fall of Jerusalem, which was
also Nebuchadnezzar’s 2nd year as king of kings,
and this appears reasonable. It is highly improb-
able that a wise king like Nebuchadnezzar would
place a half grown boy in the position of chief ruler
over the province of Babylon, nor is it in line with
Scriptural teaching and practice to suppose that
Daniel could have been the prophet of the Lord be-
fore attaining the age of 30 years. (Compare Gen.
41:46). If he was 30 years of age at the time speci-
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fied, he then lived to be at least 100 years old, for
he was still living in the 8rd year of Cyrus (Dan.
10:1). This is not at all surprising in view of
Daniel’s undoubted abstemious habits of living, and
his strict adherence to the dietetic and hygienic pro-
visions of the Mosaic law.

Another reference, exactly like that just noted, to
a king’s reign as universal monarch, is found in
II Chron. 36:22, “Now in the first year of Cyrus,
king of Persia . . . the Lord stirred up the spirit
of Cyrus, king of Persia, that he made a proclama-
tion.” This was not the first year of the reign of
Cyrus as king of Persia, but it was his first year as
head of the new world empire over which he reigned.
Babylon, the head of gold had fallen, and the king-
dom had gone to the Medes and Persians, symbolized
by the breast and arms of silver. Thus, Cyrus’ proc-
lamation says, “All the kingdoms of the earth hath
the Lord God of heaven given me.” Cyrus, let it
be remembered, had been for many years king of
Persia, just as Nebuchadnezzar for many years had
been king of Babylon before he became ‘“king of
kings.” The meaning therefore would be that the
proclamation of Cyrus was made in his first year as
world ruler. Thus the statement in Dan. 2 is seen to
be in keeping with Scriptural usage.

JERUSALEM TRODDEN DOWN

The true Bible chronology exhibits both a typical
and an antitypical period of “seven times,” of which
the latter was spoken of by our Lord as the “Times
of the Gentiles.” He stated that Jerusalem should
be “trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times
of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”
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Since the return from captivity in Babylon the
Jews had enjoyed a fair degree of liberty in the
land, and Jerusalem, although nominally under Gen-
tile rulership, was largely controlled by the leaders
of Judaism. The Jews were permitted to practice
their religion without Gentile interference, and King
Herod had even rebuilt the Temple in Jerusalem.

This favored condition of the Jews under Gentile
dominion came to an abrupt end with the trouble
which befell their nation in A.D. 70-73. After that
time Jerusalem was trodden down of the Gentiles
in a manner that had not been true since the time
of the exile in Babylon, and the Jews thenceforth
had no control over the city and its affairs; the Jews
were carried away captive into all nations and for
many centuries were forbidden entrance into the
Holy Land; Jerusalem was completely subjected to
the domination of the Gentiles. Jesus evidently was
referring to these times and conditions (which
should obtain after A.D. 70), when he spoke the
prophecy of Luke 21:24, “And they shall fall by the
edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive
into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden
down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles
be fulfilled.”

In Autumn 1914, immediately after the Times of
the Gentiles had been fulfilled, the Allied nations
declared war on Turkey, with the result that the
Turk was driven out of Palestine and the Balfour
Declaration (Nov. 1917) announced that the British
government looked with favor on the restoration of
Palestine as a Jewish national homeland. In 1918
a Zionist commission was sent to Palestine to assist
the British authorities in the administration of the
Jewish homeland. Thus it transpired that with the
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World War, which began at the close of the Gentile
Times, the particular treading down of Jerusalem
to which our Lord seems to have referred in his
prophecy, came to an end, and since that time the
progress of the Zionist movement has been very
rapid. The full restoration of Israel to divine favor
cannot take place, however, until their Double of
punishment has been completed (Isa. 40:2). This
subject will receive treatment in the succeeding
chapter.

“SEVEN TIMES MORE”

It was in the first of the two great epochs of
“seven times” (2520 years each), that the Law
Covenant came into existence at Mount Sinai. Ac-
cording to the terms of this covenant the nation of
Israel was bound to keep the Law. The Lord prom-
ised them blessing and prosperity so long as they
would faithfully observe its precepts. Thus, in
Lev. 26:3-5 we read, “If ye walk in my statutes
. . . then will I give you rain in due season, and the
land shall yield her increase, and the trees of the
field shall yield their fruit . .. and ye shall eat
your bread to the full, and dwell in your land safely.”

But in the event of their disobedience to, and neg-
lect of the Law of the Lord, punishments were
promised, as we read, “But if ye will not hearken
unto me, and will not do all these commandments
. . . I also will do this unto you; I will even appoint
over you terror, consumption, and the burning ague,
that shall consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of
heart; and ye shall sow your seed in vain, for your
enemies shall eat it” (Lev. 26:14-16).

Again and again Israel suffered these foretold re-
bukes while they yet dwelt in their land and their
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kingdom was not removed. These chastisements and
disciplinings were intended to cause Israel to repent
and return to the Law of their God; but in the event
of their failure to heed these warnings, and of their
continued and persistent disobedience and idolatry,
the Lord promised the great and supreme punish-
ment: “And if ye will not for all this hearken unto
me, then will I punish you seven times more for
your sins” (Lev. 26:18).

From the foregoing considerations the signifi-
cance of the expression “seven times more” is seen:
since the first punishments failed to bring about the
reformation of Israel as a nation, the divine decree
was “seven times more’’ of punishment. These seven
times more, as we have seen, are the period of the
Times of the Gentiles.

It was Professor John Edgar, an eminent physi-
cian of Glasgow, Scotland, who first noted the ex-
istence of the double period of seven times, and he
also discovered a remarkable parallelism or corre-
spondency between the last 393 years of the two
periods. In 1905 he wrote as follows: “The Lord
has enabled me to see another remarkable confirma-
tion of the Parallel Dispensations, teaching that
1914 A.D. is the date when Christendom will lose its
crown, . . . and when he, ‘whose right it is,” will
take his power and reign. We recognize that the
kingdom of fleshly Israel typified Christendom in
many respects. Two prominent events, the division
of the kingdom into Judah and Israel and its final
overthrow as a kingdom, were undoubtedly types,
the former of the division of Christendom at the
time of the Reformation; the latter of its final over-
throw. The remarkable feature which has now come
to light is that we have in this a time-parallel.”
—Z1ion’s Watch Tower, June 15, 1905,
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It was then seen that with the division of the
kingdom, at the death of Solomon, began a series
of events in the affairs of Israel, occupying the last
393 years of the typical period of seven times, which
typified or represented a like series in the end of
the second, or antitypical period. At the same time
it was seen, additionally, that each event in the anti-
type followed its type exactly 2520 years later. This
is a true time-parallel, and could not possibly be of
accident; yet, let it be noted that its very existence
depends upon the true Bible chronology, and con-
stitutes a most convincing and, we believe, unan-
swerable argument in favor of its correctness.

The parallel is presented herewith in tabular
form. The table is in part a restatement of that
which appeared in Zion’s Watch Tower, in connec-
tion with the letter, a portion of which is quoted
foregoing, but some recent additions have been
made to it.
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LAST 393 YEARS OF THE TYPICAL AND
ANTITYPICAL “SEVEN TIMES”

DATES*
B.C. A.D.

Israel divided. The na- 999 1521 Christendom divided.
tion, thus weakened, Diet of Worms, Apr.
was less able to with- 17, 1521. The “Chris-
stand the attacks of tian” nations were
its enemies. weakened by the Ref-

ormation, and less able

to hold the masses in

subjection.
Fall of Samaria. Sov- {750 1770 ‘‘Boston Massacre,”
ereignty began to be Mar. 5, 1770. Re-
taken from Israel. ferred to as first act

of American Revolu-
tion, leading to estab-
lishment of first great
democracy. Sovereign-
ty began to pass from
Gentile kings.

Hezekiah’s passover in 744 1776 American Colonies

second month (Spring form independent gov-
B.C. 745); destruction ernments in May,1776;
of idols and overthrow American Declaration
of pagan altars and of Independence July
high places throughout 4th, followed by an era
Judah and Samaria of religious freedom,
the following Summer, and more democratic
followed by Hezekiah’s and Dbetter govern-
good reign (II Ch. 30: ments in both Protes-
2; 31:1). tant and Catholic coun-
tries.

* Note that the sum of each pair of figures is 2520, or 7 X 360. For
the sake of simplicity fractions of years are omitted. In each case the
exact figure for the B.C. dates is a fraction of a year more than that
showg, while that for the A.D. dates is in each case a fraction of a
year less.

T Hitherto no one has been able to discover a time-parallel in connec-
tion with the fall of Samaria, when the ten tribe kingdom came to an
end. The reason for the failure to do so was that the date of this
important event has been obscured by the synchronism in II Kings
18:10. A discussion of the synchronisms in the Book of Kings is given
in Chapter III, where it is also shown that the true date of the fall of
Samaria, was about the close of the 10th year of Ahaz. That year,
Jewish reckoning, ended in Spring 751 B.C., or 7508, years before A.p. 1.
This point of time is exactly 2520 years before the date of the Boston
Massacre in Spring A.p, 1770 (7503 + 176974 = 2520).
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Hezekiah’s sickness un-
to death; kingdom of
Judah threatened with
immediate destruction
by Assyria, but saved
by divine power.

King Josiah began to
seek after God (II
Chron. 34:3).

Jeremiah began his
prophecy (Jer. 1:1-3;
25:3). During next 40
years he declared the
coming destruction of
Judah and Jerusalem.

Josiah, having found
the book of the Law,
caused it to be read
in the ears of all the
people. He caused the
Passover to be ob-
served (II Chron. 34:
8, 14, 29, 30; 35:1).

Fall and destruction
of Jerusalem and end
of typical kingdom.
End of first, or typical
period of “seven times.”

B.C.
731

651

646

641

606

A.D.
1789

1869

1874

1879

1914

Beginning of French
Revolution, May 5,
1789. Christendom sick
unto death and threat-
ened with immediate
destruction, but saved
by divine Providence.

Charles T. Russell be-
gan his search for di-
vine truth.

Presence of Christ.
(Scripture Studies,
Vol. II, Study VI).
During next 40 years
the coming destruction
of Christendom was
declared by the Lord’s
people, under leader-
ship of Pastor Russell.

Pastor Russell, having
found “present truth,”
began the publication
of Zion’s Watch Tow-
er, through which the
truth was explained to
all who had hearing
ears. Through his ex-
positions of Bible truth
he caused many to con-
secrate themselves, and
thus to observe the
antitypical Passover.

World War. Beginning
of downfall of Chris-
tendom and end of
lease to Gentile pow-
ers. End of second, or
antitypical period of
“seven times.”



CHAPTER VI

Israel’s Double

“Even TODAY do I declare that I will
render double [Mishneh, a repetition] unto
thee” (Zech. 9:12).

“Behold, I will send for many fishers,
saith the Lord, and they shall fish them;
and after will I send for many hunters, and
they shall hunt them from every mountain,
and from every hill, and out of the holes of
the rocks . . .and FIRST I will recompense
their iniquity and their sin double [Mishneh,
a repetition]” (Jer. 16:16, 18).

“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith
your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jeru-
salem, and cry wunto her, that her war-
fare 1s accomplished, that her imiquity 1is
pardoned: for she hath received of the
Lord’s hand double [Kiphlayim, two folds]
for ALL her sins” (Isa. 40:1, 2).

The three points of time designated by the three
Secriptures above quoted are, we believe, first our
Lord’s “triumphal entry” into Jerusalem in A.D. 33,
a few days before His crucifixion; second, A.D. 1878,
at about the time of the Berlin Congress of Nations,
when the condition of Jews residing in Palestine
was greatly ameliorated and the door partially
opened for other Jews to locate there; and third,
A.D. 1958, at which time there is strong evidence
pointing to the full restoration to divine favor of
Israel as a nation and the establishment with them
at Jerusalem of the visible phase of the Kingdom of
Christ.

In our discussion of the Times of the Gentiles it
was shown that the period of Gentile supremacy

70
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expired in A.D. 1914 when the new “King of kings
and Lord of lords,” the Head of earth’s fifth uni-
versal empire, “took unto himself his great power”
and reigned. For about 40 years prior to that date
Christian Bible students had understood that the
Times of the Gentiles would expire there; but they
had also hoped that simultaneously with the as-
sumption by our Lord of authority and power over
the nations, the earthly or visible phase of the King-
dom would also be set up, and that the “change”
and glorification of the last or “feet” members of
Christ would precede that event. This hope was not
realized and although the evidence of the power of
the new “King of kings” was clearly discerned, the
earthly phase of the Kingdom was not set up, and
“the bridegroom tarried”: although present as
earth’s new King, He did not at once come to re-
ceive His beloved bride, the Church (Matt. 25:5).
Many were perplexed as a result of this delay,
and some lost faith in God’s Word and Plan. Yet
we are told that the inspired Scriptures are sup-
plied us ‘“that the man of God may be perfect, thor-
oughly furnished unto all good works” (II Tim.
3:17). Let us therefore turn to the Bible for en-
lightenment on this important matter. The true
explanation of the seeming delay or tarrying is now
seen by many of the “virgins” who are awakening
from spiritual slumber, in connection with a some-
what more careful scrutiny of the subject of Israel’s
“double” of punishment. It will be found, as should
reasonably be expected, that a more accurate under-
standing of this subject than has been possible until
recently, will not involve the abandonment of the
Bible chronology, and will do no violence to pre-
viously established truths: but will tend to confirm



72 WHICH IS THE TRUE CHRONOLOGY?

and establish our confidence in these and at the
same time to satisfy the mind and reason with ref-
erence to the purpose and necessity for the tarrying.

It has been understood for many years that the
Scriptures use the term ‘“double” in a chronological
sense, as referring to the repetition or recurrence
of a definite and Scripturally marked period of
time. Since the Scriptures teach that the things
which happened to God’s people in ancient times
were for ensamples or shadows of “things to come,”
it has been considered proper to regard the two
parts of a chronological “double” as an adaptation
of the principle of type and antitype; thus the
Israelitish Age was a type of the Gospel Age, and
the “double” of Israel’s punishment is also the
period of Gospel favor to the Gentiles, for “blind-
ness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness
of the Gentiles be come in” (Romans 11:25).

The prophet Jeremiah makes it plain that the
double (Mishneh) which he mentions in his proph-
ecy, is a period of disfavor upon Israel because of
their sins. He refers to the future dispersion of the
Jews throughout Christendom in the following
words, “Therefore will I cast you out of this land
into a land which ye know not, neither ye nor your
fathers; and there shall ye serve other gods [rulers]
day and night; where I will not shew you favor”
(Jer. 16:13).

“These days came when they rejected Messiah.
How literally this threat has been fulfilled all may
judge and they themselves must admit. This proph-
ecy cannot refer to any of their previous captivities
to surrounding nations—Syria, Babylon, etc. Such
an inference is guarded against in the expression,
‘into a land which ye know not, neither ye nor your
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fathers.’ Abraham came from Ur of the Chaldees—
Babylonia—and Jacob from Syria (Deut. 26:5).
Israel’s dispersion among all nations since the close
of their 1845 years of favor, and no other of their
captivities, fits this pointed expression—a land
which ye and your fathers have not known. So then
this, together with the no favor, positively marks
this prophecy as relating to Israel’s present disper-
sion among all nations.”—Scripture Studies, Vol. II,
pp. 216, 217.

Yet this disfavor upon Israel is not to be ever-
lasting, for the prophet in the next verse says,
“Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord,
that it shall no more be said, The Lord liveth that
brought up the children of Israel out of the land of
Egypt; but, The Lord liveth, that brought up the
children of Israel from the land of the north [Rus-
sia], and from all the lands whither he had driven
them: and I will bring them again into their land
that I gave unto their fathers.”

The returning of the Israelites from ‘“the land of
the north” (Russia, which is directly north of the
land of Israel) and from every country of Christen-
dom, into their own land, has for many years been
steadily progressing, as every observer of current
events must certainly be aware, and the prophet’s
words here prove that this regathering is not of
man, but that it is of God, who brought up the chil-
dren of Israel out of Egypt; and the fact of the
return of the Jews in large numbers to their ancient
habitation in Palestine, is also clear evidence to the
discerning mind that the period of Gentile favor un-
der the Gospel is rapidly drawing to a close and that
very soon the “fulness” or full number of the Gen-
tiles necessary to complete the Body of Christ, the
Church, will have been gathered in.
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THE MISHNEH

The nation of Israel was founded at the death of
the patriarch Jacob. It will be recalled that Jacob
did not follow the example of Abraham and Isaac
who, upon bestowing the blessing, selected a single
son upon whom the Abrahamic promises were con-
ferred; but Jacob was guided of the Holy Spirit to
transfer the blessing to all twelve of his sons, who
thus became the heads of the twelve tribes of Israel.
This nation enjoyed the exclusive favor of God, i. e.,
they alone were dealt with by Him as His people
(Amos 3:2), from the time of Jacob’s death until
they rejected their Messiah.

The prophet Zechariah, in prophetic vision, takes
his position by the side of Jesus as He rides into
Jerusalem five days before His crucifixion, saying:
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; . . . behold,
thy King cometh unto thee: He is just, and having
salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon
a colt the foal of an ass” (Zech. 9:9).

Every item of this prophecy, even to the shouting,
was fulfilled. We remember Jesus’ reply to the
Pharisees, who asked Jesus to rebuke the multitude
for their demonstration: “I tell you that, if these
should hold their peace, the stones would imme-
diately cry out.” Zechariah had prophesied that a
shout would be given and every item of that proph-
ecy must be fulfilled.

The prophet Zechariah, after referring briefly to
certain evil consequences to Israel of their rejection
of Jesus, and touching briefly upon future favor to
the Gentiles, the work of ransom and the Millennial
Reign, speaking for Jehovah declares, “Turn you to
the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even today
do I declare that I will render double unto thee”
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(Zech. 9:12). Jesus, at about the time indicated in
the prophecy, wept over Jerusalem saying, “Behold,
your house is left unto you desolate [abandoned,
devoid of God’s favor]” (Luke 13:35).

The time of the end of the period of full and
exclusive favor upon Israel seems from the fore-
going to be very clearly marked, both by the words
of Jesus and by the prophet Zechariah. This was
the time when they as a people, through their repre-
sentative leaders, rejected and crucified their King
and Messiah. Israel’s national favor therefore ex-
tended through a period of 1845 years—from the
death of Jacob in 1813 B.C. to Spring A.D. 33.—Secrip-
ture Studies, Vol. 11, pp. 231, 232.

This length of 1845 years is the period of the
Mishneh, and has been found to be the key to an-
other remarkable series of time-parallels, which,
like those shown in Chapter V, serve as a check on
the Bible chronology, proving its correctness as well
as indicating the exact point of time when favor
began to return to Israel, i. e., Spring A.D. 1878
(33 4 1845 = 1878) when history records that, fol-
lowing a preliminary treaty between Russia and
Turkey at the close of the Russo-Turkish War, the
Powers intervened and determined upon holding the
Congress of Berlin, which took place in June, 1878.

But the year A.D. 33 was only the turning point
in Israel’s loss of favor: 40 years later, in Spring
A.D. 73, with the fall of Masada and the end of or-
ganized Jewish resistance in Judea to the power of
Rome, it may be supposed that the Jewish Harvest
was fully ended, and that all special advantages
accruing to the Jew as respects the Gospel of Christ
were at an end. So, in 1878, just 1845 years after
our Lord’s crucifixion, there was only a beginning
of the return to favor. From that time there were
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gradually increasing signs of the Lord’s blessing
upon the Zionist movement, which culminated 40
years later with the recognition by the Powers of
the Jewish national homeland in Palestine, and the
appointment of a Zionist Commission, consisting of
prominent Jews (Spring 1918), to assist the British
authorities in the administration of the homeland.

This gradual restoration of the Jewish homeland,
though beset by numerous difficulties, is being
greatly prospered of the Lord and events are point-
ing more and more to the near fulfillment of the
words of the prophet Ezekiel, “And the desolate land
shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight of
all that passed by. And they shall say, This land that
was desolate is become like the garden of Eden; and
the waste and desolate and ruined cities are become
fenced, and are inhabited” (Ezek. 36:34, 35).

We have seen that a series of time-parallels runs
through the latter portion of the typical and anti-
typical “seven times,” and a similar series or suc-
cession of correspondencies, has also been found in
the first and second portions of the Jewish Double,
and is another example of the true time-parallel,
for it has as its basis both a complete typical and
a complete antitypical age. This series of time-
parallels, which we shall now consider, clearly illus-
trates the relationship, as type and antitype, of
fleshly and spiritual Israel, showing how the ex-
periences of the former (more especially since the
return from captivity in Babylon) were typical of
the experiences of the latter, and showing the prog-
ress of the Reformation movement since the opening
of the 14th century A.D. The material composing
the following table, with some few modifications, is
derived from a similar table published in Zion’s
Watch Tower, June 15, 1905:
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A.D. A.D.
Beginning of destruc- 69 1914 World War. Begin-
tion of Jewish national ning of destruction of
polity. Christendom.
Full end of Jewish na- 73 1918 Beginning of restora-
tional polity and of tion of Jewish national
special favor to Israel. polity. Full end of sec-
Full end of first por- ond portion of Mish-
tion of Mishneh. neh.

In the second of the Scriptures appearing at the
beginning of the present chapter it is to be noted
that the Lord promised to send fishers and hunters
after the Israelites, who would cause them to return
to their land. Our Lord said to His apostles that He
would make them fishers of men, and He also likened
the Gospel Call to a fisher’s net, in which were
caught both good and bad (Matt. 13:47).

The prophet Jeremiah, in the Scripture quoted
(Jer. 16:16), seems to liken the Palestinian move-
ment since 1878 to a fisher’s net, by which thousands
of Jews have been separated from those lands in
which they were residing, and drawn away into the
land which the Lord gave to their fathers. Since
1918, with the recognition by the British govern-
ment of the Jewish national homeland, the capacity
of this net has been greatly increased and many
more thousands have been conveyed by it to their
homeland.

At about the same time with the sending forth of
the Palestinian, or Zionist net, the “hunters” have
gone forth. “At the same time that the door to
Palestine thus opened before them, a fierce persecu-
tion arose in Roumania and Germany, and specially
in Russia, where it still continues—increasingly. By
one regulation after another they have been de-
spoiled of rights and privileges by these govern-
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ments, as well as mobbed by their neighbors, until
they are being compelled to leave in large numbers.
But this persecution is doubtless a favor also, as it
will tend, and has already tended, to cause them to
look toward Jerusalem and the covenants, and to
remind them that they are heirs of certain rich
earthly promises.”—Secripture Studies, Vol. 1I,
p. 221.

The foregoing words were penned in 1889, but the
persecutions mentioned have not abated; they are
still on the increase. It is true in a literal, as well as
in a figurative sense, that the Jews are being hunted
“from every mountain, and every hill, and out of the
holes of the rocks.” These persecutions, although
indeed terrible, are proof that Jehovah is taking a
hand in the affairs of His ancient people Israel.

Let us now note carefully the words of Jeremiah,
“And FIRST [before sending the fishers and the
hunters] I will recompense their iniquity and their
sin double.” In 1878 the Mishneh began to expire,
when more favorable laws were enacted toward the
Jews in Palestine and the way partly opened to
Jewish colonization of that land. In 1881 the “hunt-
ers” became active in Russia, where anti-Jewish
riots occurred, and the barbarous May Laws were
enacted. These and similar events in other coun-
tries gave great impetus to the colonization move-
ment, and by 1898 there were 25 Jewish colonies in
Palestine. In 1896 there appeared a pamphlet en-
titled “The Jewish State,” written by Dr. Theodore
Herzl, who became the founder of what is now
known as the Zionist movement. Thus history veri-
fies the prophecy of Jeremiah, which indicates that
the “double” of 1845 years, from A.D. 33 to 1878,
must first be completed before the sending forth of
the fishers and hunters.
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The words “I will recompense” in the prophecy
under consideration, imply the payment of a suit-
able return, requital, or retribution. They do not
carry with them the idea of pardon or forgiveness.
Israel, by 1878, had received a suitable return for
their iniquity or lawlessness, and for the sin or error
of their nation, committed when they rejected the
Messiah. Yet nothing in this prophecy should be
understood as signifying that full pardon and resto-
ration to divine favor would immediately follow the
end of the 1845 years. Quite to the contrary we see
the Jews still undergoing much suffering and hard-
ship, even in the land of Palestine. Like those Jews
who returned to the land after the 70 years desola-
tion, but who did not enjoy the blessing of the Lord
until they had rebuilt the Temple, so the returned
Jews today lack the evidence of full divine favor
and will so continue until they shall have restored—
in their hearts—the true Temple of God and Pro-
pitiatory for sin.

THE KIPHLAYIM

The prophet Isaiah (Isa. 40:2), in referring to
the double of punishment upon Israel, did not use
the Hebrew word Mishneh, but employed a different
word of similar though not identical meaning which,
in its singular form, is Kephel, “a folding”’; the dual
form, which is that used by Isaiah, is Kiphlayim,
and signifies “the two folds,” as of anything folded
in the middle.

The distinction in meaning between these two
words, translated “double” in our Common Version,
is now apparent: the Mishneh is merely a repetition
or duplicate; the meaning of this word allows for
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an overlapping of the ages, and the parallels shown
in the preceding table prove that there was an over-
lapping; but the Hebrew word Kiphlayim, trans-
lated “double” in Isa. 40:2, although it also implies
a second and equal portion of time, does not seem
to admit of the possibility of an overlapping, for the
two parts of a fold cannot be overlapped in the mid-
dle, at the place of the fold or crease.

The following is submitted as a simple illustra-
tion: if a strip or ribbon of paper 6 inches long be
folded or creased in the middle, the two parts or
folds thus formed will be of equal length or 3 inches
each, and will be an example of the Kiphlayim (two
folds). The combined lengths of the two folds will
be the length of the strip, 6 inches, for there can be
no overlapping. If now the strip be cut in two at
the place of the fold, and the two pieces placed end
to end upon a table, their combined lengths will
still be 6 inches; but if the two pieces be made to
overlap by one inch, the length covered by the two
pieces will thereby be reduced to five inches, al-
though each piece remains three inches long. The
latter would seem to illustrate the Biblical Mishneh.
The accompanying diagram, it is hoped, will also
help to make this distinction clear.
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Isaiah’s double is thus seen to cover a longer pe-
riod than that of Jeremiah and Zechariah. The sec-
ond of Isaiah’s “two folds” cannot begin until the
first has completely expired, for there is no over-
lapping in this case. The first fold is the complete
period of special favor, from the time of the death
of Jacob (1813 B.c.) to the full end of their polity
in A.D. 73, a total of 1885 years. The second fold (the
fold of disfavor) begins where the first ends, with-
out overlapping, and continues for an equal period
(1885 years) or until Spring 1958 A.D.

With this, the words of Isaiah harmonize, for they
look forward to a time when Jerusalem’s ‘“warfare,”
or “time of affliction and calamity” (Gesenius) will
be fully accomplished. This time cannot come be-
fore “Jacob’s trouble” which will immediately pre-
cede the inauguration of the Kingdom (Jeremiah
30:7; Scripture Studies, Vol. IV, p. 552). Isaiah’s
words also point to the time when Jerusalem’s in-
iquity (disobedience to the Law) will be pardoned,
and when she shall have “received of the Lord’s
hand double [the two folds] for ALL her [national]
sins [including that of the rejection of the Sav-
iour].” That time is yet future.

The suggestion respecting a double period, each
portion of which is 1885 years in length, was first
published in The Berean Bible Student, a paper pub-
lished by the Pastor Russell Memorial Association
of San Francisco, California, widely read and much
valued because of its adherence to and defense of
the fundamental doctrines of the Divine Plan as
outlined in Seripture Studies by Charles T. Russell.
The following is taken from the issue of October,
1931:
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“As previously noted . . . the Jewish Age did not
come to a full end until A.D. 73 or, just 1885 years
from its beginning in B.C. 1813, at the death of
Jacob. It is thus seen that while the period of spe-
cial Divine favor upon Israel was 1845 years, it was
followed by a ‘harvest’ period of forty years, which,
added thereto brings the Age to its consumma-
tion. . . . In this view the fall of Jerusalem and
the destruction of the Temple in A.D. 70, corresponds
to the date A.D. 1954 . . . while the fall of Masada
in A.D. 73, synchronizes well with A.D. 1958 when the
last vestige of political power as now exercised by
the ‘kingdoms of this world’ shall have forever
passed away.”

Since these words were written, much evidence
confirmatory of the view expressed has been brought
to light.

THE “TWIN AGES”

We have just seen how the “two folds” of the
prophecy of Isaiah 40:2 seem to point to Spring
1958 A.D. as the time when the iniquity of Jerusalem
shall be fully pardoned, and when there shall be
established at that city the earthly or visible phase
of the long desired Kingdom of the Messiah.

The point of time thus indicated will mark the
final and complete end of the present dispensation
which has continued since the First Advent of the
Lord. This, of course, does not signify that the
whole world at that time will be in harmony with
and favorably disposed toward the new Kingdom.
It does signify, we feel justified in believing, that
the nucleus of the new order will then be in exist-
ence in the land of Palestine, and that those who
are to be the human representatives of that new
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order, the Worthies of old, will be in the earth and
in charge of the affairs of Israel. The beginnings
of that new and righteous order will be that which
was symbolized by the “stone” of Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream, which smote and destroyed the great Gentile
image, and then became a great mountain (king-
dom) and “filled the whole earth” (Dan. 2:35). The
smiting process, we understand, began in 1914 with
the end of the Times of the Gentiles, and will con-
tinue until a full end of the “present evil world” is
reached with the completion of Israel’s Double.

The Scriptures seem to indicate (Romans 9:10-13)
that the two sons of Isaac—Esau and Jacob—were
types, respectively, of natural and spiritual Israel.
The former, it will be recalled, sold his birthright
for the ‘“mess of pottage,” and so became a figure
of the natural seed of Abraham, who failed to ob-
tain the promises, for “Israel hath not obtained that
which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained
it, and the rest were blinded” (Rom. 11:7). But
Jacob, who valued and obtained the birthright, was a
type of spiritual Israel, “the election,” Christ and
His Church, who are the spiritual seed of Abraham
and “heirs according to the promise” (Gal. 3:16,
29).

That these two sons of Isaac were twins and there-
fore of equal age has also been regarded by Bible
students for many years as a significant fact, and
suggests the truth that the ages, respectively, of
natural and of spiritual Israel, are of equal length;
and this has been shown to be true, both from the
standpoint of the Mishneh of Zechariah and Jere-
miah, and from that of the Kiphlayim of Isaiah.
Still another and very striking view of the “twin
ages” has recently been disclosed and will now be
presented.
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Of the twins Esau and Jacob, the former was born
first and was therefore the elder, just as natural
Israel preceded spiritual Israel. In view of the
meaning of Esau and Jacob as types, the following
words spoken to Rebekah when her unborn twins
struggled within her are significant: “Two nations
are in thy womb and two manner of people shall be
separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall
be stronger than the other people; and the elder
shall serve the younger” (Gen. 25:23; Rom. 9:12).

The elder, then, represented natural Israel, which
was first in point of time, while the younger, Jacob,
represented spiritual Israel, which came after; and
it is a most significant fact that the ¢ime of the birth
of these typical human twins is also the beginning
point of a very remarkable pair of chronological
doubles, which may very fittingly therefore be des-
ignated as the “twin ages.”

The earliest beginning of the Jewish or Israelitish
Age may be properly considered, from one stand-
point, as having been at the birth of Jacob or Israel,
founder of the nation. Likewise the Christian Dis-
pensation may be regarded as having had its earliest
commencement at the birth of Jesus, founder of the
Christian Church.

If now we double the number of years between
these two important events, that is, the birth of
Jacob and the birth of Jesus, the point of time ar-
rived at for the full conclusion of the Christian
Dispensation is 1958 A.D. (Scriptural proof of the
dates of Jacob’s birth and death may be found by
reference to Scripture Studies, Vol. 11, pp. 231, 232,
where it is shown that his death was in 1813 B.C.
and that he lived 147 years. His birth was there-
fore in 1960 B.c. The birth of Jesus was in Autumn
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B.C. 2 as proved in Scripture Studies, Vol. II, pp. 54-
62).

Another way of stating this beautiful time fea-
ture is as follows: The “two folds” of Isaiah 40:2
point to Spring 1958 as the full end of the Gospel or
Christian Dispensation. From the birth of our Lord
in Autumn B.c. 2 to Spring 1958, is 195814 years
(B.C. 114 -+ AD. 195714 = 195814). Knowing that
God has indicated in various ways that the Israel-
itish and Christian Dispensations are related to each
other as type and antitype, we now measure back-
ward 195814 years from the date of Jesus’ birth, to
obtain the earliest beginning of the Age of Israel,
and we find that the date is Spring B.c. 1960. This
is the date of Jacob’s birth as indicated in the Bible,
for it is clear that his death was in Spring B.C. 1813,
and he lived 147 years as stated in Gen. 47:28, “so
the whole age of Jacob was an hundred forty and
seven years.”

If the reader will thoughtfully consider the facts
which have now been presented concerning the two
phases of Israel’s double of punishment, and the
‘“¢win ages,” he can hardly fail to be deeply im-
pressed with a conviction of the wonderful and
solemn import of this whole matter.
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We now perceive that the lives of Jacob and our
Lord have been so arranged by the hand of a wise
and loving Providence as to show, by the divinely
indicated method of doubling, the limits of the Gos-
pel Harvest, which is ‘“the consummation of the
age” (Matt. 13:39, R.V. Margin) ; for if we double
the number of years between the death of Jacob and
that of our Lord, we obtain the date of the begin-
ning of the Gospel Harvest, and the beginning of
the return of favor to Israel; but when we double
the number of years from the birth of Jacob to the
birth of Jesus, the date indicated is evidently that of
the full end of the Gospel Harvest and of the Age,
and the full return of divine favor to Israel.

The Christian Dispensation has consisted of a time
of sowing, a time of growth and development, and
a time of harvest in which the fruitage of the age
must be garnered. Accordingly we understand that
at the very beginning of the harvesting period
(1878), the sleeping saints were raised in the First
Resurrection, and gathered into the heavenly garner.
Other grains of “wheat” not yet ripened or ready
for the garner in 1878 must all be matured and
gathered in before the close of the harvest period,
and until all of the spiritual fruitage has been gar-
nered, it cannot be truthfully said that the harvest
is ended.

Another phase of harvest work must also prog-
ress to a consummation during the same harvest
period, viz., the binding into bundles and burning
of the tares (Matt. 13:30, 39-42). We understand
the tare bundles to represent the denominational
systems, their members tightly bound together by
sectarian cords, and denied the liberty of individual
thought and action: a condition which the Scrip-
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tures indicate will immediately precede the destruc-
tion of those systems. The general dissolution of
the political, social and financial structure, founded
upon human selfishness, must soon follow.

The “day of vengeance” (Isa. 61:2; Dan. 12:1;
Matt. 24:21), with which this age must close and
which has already commenced, comes as a legitimate
effect from preceding causes. “God holds men ac-
countable, not only for what they know, but for
what they might know if they would apply their
hearts unto instruction,—for the lessons which ex-
perience (their own and others’) is designed to
teach; and if men fail to heed the lessons of experi-
ence, or wilfully neglect or spurn its precepts, they
must suffer the consequences. Before so-called Chris-
tendom lies the open history of all past time, as well
as the divinely inspired revelation. And what les-
sons they contain!—lessons of experience, of wis-
dom, of knowledge, of grace, and of warning. By
giving heed to the experiences of preceding genera-
tions along the various lines of human industry,
political economy, etc., the world has made very
commendable progress in material things . . . but
the great moral lessons which men ought also to
have been studying and learning have been very
generally disregarded, even when they have been
emphatically forced upon public attention.”—Secrip-
ture Studies, Vol. IV, pp. 49, 50.

Professor Fisher, in prefacing his account of the
rise, progress and fall of empires, says, “That there
is a reign of law in the succession of human events,
is a conviction warranted by observed facts. Events
do not spring into being disjoined from antecedents
leading to them. They are perceived to be the na-
tural issues of the times that have gone before.
Preceding events have foreshadowed them.”
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These words are true. The law of cause and effect
is nowhere more clearly discerned than on the pages
of history. We have seen that the period of Israel’s
special favor, which was a time of privilege and
responsibility, closed with a harvest in which the
worthy ones were transferred to the Christian
Church and the unworthy nation plunged into a
severe time of trouble in which its national organ-
ization perished. The Gospel Harvest must likewise
include not only the salvaging of the “wheat,” the
precious fruitage of the age and the object of the
solicitous care and protection of the Heavenly
Father—the husbandman—but also the reaping of
the “clusters of the vine of the earth” to be trodden
in the winepress of God’s wrath (Rev. 14:14-19).
The duration of these two periods of harvest in
which the work of the Israelitish and Gospel Ages is
brought to a conclusion, seems to be shown in

THE LAW TYPE OF LEV. 12

Here it is readily seen that the woman who bears
a man-child is a type of the nominal house of Israel
(compare Isa. 66:7), while she who bears a maid-
child represents nominal Christendom. The man-
child of the type is our Lord, who came of the house
of natural Israel, and who was “born” from its re-
ligious system (woman) at the time of His cruci-
fixion and resurrection from death in Spring A.D.
38. This was at the beginning of the 40 years of the
Jewish Harvest, in which that religious or ecclesias-
tical system was in a cast-off or rejected condition
symbolized by the woman’s 40 days of separation
and purging.

The maid-child of Lev. 12:5 is evidently a type of
the true Church, the class which is ‘“born” from
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nominal spiritual Zion. This resurrection-birth of
the saints began, we understand (and as already
indicated), with the commencement of harvest in
Spring 1878, which was also the time of the casting
off or “spewing out” of the nominal spiritual house
(Rev. 3:16; Scripture Studies, Vol. I, p. 235) and
the 80 days of separation or rejection, in this case,
would fittingly correspond to the period of the Gos-
pel Harvest which, as we have seen, is to continue
for 80 years—from 1878 to 1958.

The time of the woman’s separation is also a time
of ceremonial cleansing, in which she continues “in
the blood of her purifying.” So we understand that
the bloody trouble in the ends of the two ages will
have a purifying effect upon those generations ex-
periencing it. The great tribulation with which this
age will close will be especially severe and will be
remembered throughout eternity; the record of it
will forever stand as an illustration to all intelligent
beings, of the results of willful sin against light and
knowledge.

It is noted that before either of the women in the
typical picture under consideration can be cere-
monially cleansed from the issue of her blood and
be pronounced clean, she must first come to the door
of the Tabernacle of the Congregation, and there
present her offering. This shows that the bloody
sufferings cannot in themselves effect a cleansing
from sin; a recognition of, and faith in the efficacy
of the merit of the vicarious sacrifice of Christ must
precede full forgiveness and restoration to the favor
of God. This explains why Israel as a nation was
not restored at the end of the 40 years of purgation
in the end of the Jewish Harvest: in symbol the
woman did not there present her sin-offering. Israel
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must first await the full end of their Double, when
they shall accept Christ and be clean.

After being pronounced clean by the priest, both
women prefigure the new order which will follow
the inauguration of the New Covenant with Israel,
when the full Double of affliction and punishment
upon that nation has been accomplished. The King-
dom of Christ will be a cleansed, restored Judaism,
for it will be the realization of the hopes of the peo-
ple of God since the days of Abraham. It will also,
in like manner, be Christianity, cleansed of its
errors, its superstitions and corruption: it will be
that for which Christians have been praying since
the first coming of Christ, “Thy Kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as in heaven.” It will also be
the desire of all nations, for we read, “I will shake
all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come”
(Hag. 2:7; Ezek. 16:60-63).

DEFINITIONS

The following suggested definitions are appended
in the belief that they may be helpful to the reader
in his effort to understand the distinctions in mean-
ing between the several Biblical terms used in this
and preceding chapters, having reference to periods
of punishment upon natural and spiritual Israel.

The Times of the Gentiles: This term would seem
to have reference to the complete period of Gentile
supremacy over earth, when there is no Kingdom of
God. It began with the end of the typical Kingdom,
when the crown was removed from the head of
Zedekiah, and it ended in 1914 with the beginning
of the World War when Christ, the “Lion of the
tribe of Judah,” assumed control and began to “rule
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in the midst of his enemies” and to dash them in
pieces as the vessels of a potter (Psa. 110:2; Rev.
2:27; 19:15).

The Mishneh: This is a period of disfavor or
punishment upon Israel, equal in length to the pe-
riod of favor and blessing. The time of favor began
with the death of Jacob and continued until their
rejection, as a nation, of the Messiah in 33 A.D. and
reached a full end 40 years later at the conclusion.
of the Jewish Harvest. The time of disfavor began
with the Crucifixion, and continued to 1878, when
favor began to return, and the next 40 years wit-
nessed marked progress of the Zionist movement,
and the beginning (in 1918 at the full end of the
Mishneh) of the restored Jewish national polity at
Jerusalem.

The Kiphlayim: This is the dual form of the
Hebrew word Kephel, “a folding”; it therefore has
the significance of “the two folds” of anything folded
in the middle. As used by Isaiah this term refers to
the complete period of God’s dealings with Israel
preceding the Kingdom of Messiah. It consists of
the “two folds” of time, the one in which the nation
received many chastisements but retained a measure
of God’s favor; the other a time of punishment, be-
ginning with the full end of Israel’s favor and polity
in A.D. 73, and extending until A.D. 1958 when it
would seem that their national favor and polity are
due to be fully restored. The 40-year interval from
the full end of the Mishneh (1918) to the end of the
Kiphlayim (1958) is thus seen to be the time of the
gradual restoration of Israel’s national polity.

The 40- and 80-year harvests: The harvest is the
“consummation of the age” in which its fruitage is
garnered, and within which the unworthy nominal
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organizations are cast off and destroyed in a great
time of trouble. In the Jewish Harvest the garner-
ing of the wheat began with Pentecost in A.D. 33,
when the worthy “Israelites indeed” began to be
gathered into the Gospel Church. In the Christian
Harvest the garnering process began with the open-
ing of the heavenly garner in 1878, when, we have
reason to believe, those of the Church who had fallen
asleep in death, were raised in the First Resurrec-
tion, to “glory, honor and immortality.” In each
case, the beginning of the garnering process is co-
incident with the rejection of the nominal organiza-
tion and the call of the worthy individuals in that
organization to “come out.” In each case the Lord,
the Chief Harvester, was present for 314 years be-
fore the actual work of garnering began, during
which time the sickle of truth was being prepared
and sharpened, and the human instrumentalities for
the harvest work proper, were got in readiness. (See
Watch Tower, September 1, 1916.) The trouble, in
each case, is deserved, and comes as a consequence
of sin against light and knowledge. It is a chastise-
ment from God and an object-lesson for all future
ages. The “great tribulation” will have a chasten-
ing and humbling effect upon mankind, and will
tend to prepare the hearts of men to receive the
blessings of the Kingdom which will follow.



CHAPTER VII

Israel’s Jubilee
(Lev. 25:1-13)

Important in the social and economic life of Israel
was the jubilee year. It was a year of rest and
refreshment, and of study and meditation upon the
law of the Lord; it was also a time of restitution,
when every Israelitish slave was released, and when
every man returned to his family and to his original
inheritance in the land.

Although important to the people of God in an-
cient times, Israel’s jubilees are now seen to be of
even greater importance to that nation and to the
world in this day, for in them we have a typical
illustration of the great jubilee of earth now begin-
ning, the ‘“times of restitution of all things” in
which the entire human family shall be released
from the bondage of corruption, sin and death, and
shall have the opportunity of returning to its former
estate, human perfection in a paradise home.

Yet this is not all: the stipulations of the Law by
which the jubilee cycles were counted, when taken
in connection with the true Bible chronology, are
found to constitute a key to the principal time-
features of the Plan of the Ages, by which the pro-
gressive steps in the accomplishment of the work
of the “restitution of all things,” are indicated.
These steps in the progress of the restorative work
of the incoming age, as indicated by the jubilee
cycles and as corroborated by the various chrono-
logical doubles and time-parallels which are based

96
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upon them, are as follows: A.D. 1874, the second
presence of Christ, the great Restorer and the be-
ginning of earth’s jubilee; A.D. 1924, when a begin-
ning of actual human restitution seems to have been
due to take place; and A.D. 1958, when, as we have
already seen from our study of Israel’s Double, resti-
tution privileges are to begin to be available to
Israel and the world in general; and A.D. 2874, the
end of earth’s sabbath-jubilee, when the human fam-
ily shall have been restored to human perfection,
the condition that was lost through the fall in Eden.

In this connection a slight distinction in the tech-
nical meaning of the terms “chronological double”
and “time-parallel” may be drawn. The former is
a typical followed by an antitypical age or epoch of
time, or simply two significant, equal, related and
Biblically defined periods of time. The latter, the
time-parallel, is rather a series of events in the first
member of a chronological double which has been
so arranged and timed by the hand of divine Provi-
dence as to foreshadow both the time and character
of the events of a like series in the second member
of the double. No time-parallel can exist indepen-
dently of a chronological double.

The claim is not here made that every time-
prophecy in Scripture is reinforced by a chrono-
logical double, but it seems to be a general rule to
which we do well to pay heed in our study of the
“times and seasons” of the Plan of salvation, that
all of the more important and outstanding dates in
that Plan are indicated by all of the following meth-
ods: (1) by prophecy and type; (2) by chronologi-
cal doubles or time-parallels; (3) by the Biblically
proved and scientifically verified measurements of
the Great Pyramid of Gizeh, the “Bible in stone.”
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When the student of time-prophecy has seen his
conclusions truly and genuinely confirmed in each
of the three ways mentioned, he has strong reason
for believing in the correctness of the dates arrived
at, but there is still the possibility of error as to the
nature of the events to be looked for in connection
with those dates. No feature of God’s plan can be
fully understood until the due time for it to be
unsealed (Dan. 12:4, 9; Rev. 5:1). It is not within
the scope of the present work to consider the cor-
roborations from the Great Pyramid; but it is our
endeavor herein to produce evidence from prophecy,
type and chronological doubles, sufficient to satisfy
the mind of every thoughtful student of the Word,
that in our references to the year 1958 as marking
the complete end of Israel’s “warfare,” and the be-
ginning of the visible phase of the Kingdom of God,
we are not following “cunningly devised fables.”
Essential to an accurate understanding of the
jubilee and its meaning, is a knowledge of the exact
year and date when that feature of the Law went
into effect. That time was stipulated in the Law,
which said, “When ye come into the land, which 1
give you, then shall the land keep a sabbath unto
the Lord.” Bible students are agreed that this sig-
nifies that the requirements of the Law pertaining
to the land, with its sabbaths and jubilees, went into
effect with the year when the Israelites entered the
land; and this event was in Spring B.c. 1575, Bible
chronology. The record is that at that time the
manna ceased and the nation of Israel thenceforth
subsisted on the fruits of the land, reaping and
sowing. This, therefore, was the first year of the
first week of years, and it was the initial year of
the first of the 50-year jubilee cycles (Josh. 5:12).



ISRAEL’S JUBILEE 99

The kind of year designated in this type was an
agricultural year, which began with sowing time in
Autumn and ended in Autumn with the ingathering
from fruit tree and vine; and the sabbath years in
which there was to be no sowing and reaping, must
in the very nature of the case have begun in Au-
tumn, for, as stated, the sowing of grain in the land
of Palestine began in Autumn (about October 1st)
and continued in various parts of that land during
the late Autumn and Winter months, while reaping
was in late Spring and early Summer.

The law pertaining to the sabbath years was very
explicit, and forbade sowing or reaping during any
portion of those years (Lev. 25:4, 5). If the years
mentioned were Spring to Spring years—a view
held by some Bible students and commentators—we
should then be confronted in the Scriptures with
the incongruity of a sowing time in Autumn of the
6th year for which there could have been no reap-
ing; and a harvest or reaping in Springtime of the
8th year for which there could have been no sowing.

The new year, according to the Law, was at the
first appearance of the new moon at or near the
time of the equinox in Spring. The lunar month thus
begun was the first month of the year. The Bible,
however, recognizes additionally the agricultural or
civil year which began in the seventh month and
which pertained to the tenure of land and of slaves,
and governed the agricultural pursuits of the peo-
ple, the tilling of the soil, sowing, reaping, etc.

The conclusion of this agricultural year, when the
work of harvesting the fruits of the land was com-
plete, was celebrated, according to the Law, at the
feast of tabernacles in the seventh month. This feast
was also called the “feast of the ingathering” (Lev.
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23:34, 39). This feast is referred to in Ex. 23:16
as ‘“the feast of ingathering, which is in the end of
the [agricultural] year, when thou hast gathered in
thy labours out of the field,” and in Deut. 31:10, it
is specifically commanded that the Law be read to
all Israel “at the end of every seven years, in the
solemnity of the year of release, in the feast of
tabernacles.” The “year of release,” the sabbatical
year when slaves were released and the land allowed
to lie fallow, is thus stated to have begun in the
Autumn at the time of the feast of tabernacles. The
year of jubilee also began in Autumn with the
sounding of the trumpet of jubilee on the day of
atonement, “on the tenth day of the seventh month”
(Lev. 25:9) .*

It is, then, quite clearly established from Scrip-
ture that the sabbatical and jubilee years were
“civil” years, which began and ended in Autumn;
that seven of these civil (or agricultural) years
constituted a week of years, the seventh of which
was a sabbath; that after seven such weeks (49
years) had been completed, the following or 50th
year was the jubilee, and that a complete jubilee
cycle was 50 full years in length. The method by

* In Lev. 25:20-22 we read, ‘“And if ye shall say, what shall we eat
the seventh year? behold, we shall not sow, neither gather in our in-
crease: then 1 will command my blessing upon you in the sixth year,
and it shall bring forth fruit for three years. And ye shall sow the
eighth year, and eat yet of the old fruit until the ninth year; until her
fruits come in ye shall eat of the old store.” This relates only to the
seventh or sabbath year as stated in verse 20 and does not appear to
cover the matter of the 50th or jubilee year. The promise was that the
Lord would so bless the crops of the sixth year, that they would suffice
for the needs of the sixth and seventh years; but as some crops, as
grapes, would not mature until late in the eighth year, the people would
continue to eat of the old store of such provisions until the time of the
beginning of the ninth year, and would lack nothing because of ob-
servance of the sabbath. The general promises of verse 19 and of Ley.
26:5, 10 (Leeser) covered the 50th or jubilee year, but it is probable
that the Israelites, because of lack of faith, never seriously attempted
to keep the rest-feature of the jubilee.
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which the jubilees were counted was identical with
that by which the jubilee day or “feast of weeks”
was obtained, viz., by counting seven weeks of days,
or 49 days, leading to the next or 50th day which
was the feast day, also called Pentecost.

We see then, that God, for reasons of his own,
caused Israel to enter the Land of Promise in the
Spring of the year 1575 B.C., just forty years after
the exodus from Egypt, and that the exact point of
time when the first jubilee cycle began to count was
at the beginning of this year, in Autumn, when the
Canaanites began to sow the fields which the Israel-
ites were to reap. This was about October 1st, B.C.
1576, or 157514 years before the beginning of the
common era. From the time of entrance and dur-
ing the following six years the land was divided
parcel by parcel, and some of it was under continu-
ous cultivation (excepting sabbaths and jubilees)
from that time until the beginning of the 70 years
desolation in Autumn B.c. 607 (60614). The num-
ber of years from Autumn B.c. 1576 to Autumn B.C.
607, was 969, and this allows for 19 complete jubilee
cycles of 50 years each, with a remainder of 19
years. The last jubilee year was therefore the year
which ended 19 years before 607 B.C., or 626 B.C.,
and with this year Israel’s observance of the Law
type of the jubilee came to an end. These conclu-
sions are found to be in fullest accord with all that
we know respecting the jubilee, type and antitype.

Since the last typical jubilee cycle ended in Au-
tumn 626 B.C., it is certain that an antitypical cycle
began then (Luke 16:17) and it was inferred by
Charles T. Russell, from the fact that the jubilee
cycle was itself obtained by squaring the next lower
cycle (the week of seven years), that the length of
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the next higher cycle, the antitypical, would be ob-
tained by squaring the jubilee cycle (multiplying it
by itself). This reasonable inference is found to be
confirmed many times over by various lines of Bib-
lical prophecy, and by all of the methods which, it
is found, are divinely chosen for the purpose of giv-
ing the people of God a firm foundation for faith in
a time of general skepticism and unbelief, and of
enabling them to be aware of what God is now doing,
and to discern the nature of the great dispensational
changes which are upon the world.

It was further seen by Mr. Russell (Scripture
Studies, Vol. 11, p. 181), that since the concluding
year of each typical cycle was a jubilee year, and
since the great cycle of 50 X 50 years consisted of
fifty of the typical cycles, the concluding year of the
great cycle would be a jubilee year; but since the
jubilee to be expected is not a typical jubilee year,
but is the antitype, it follows that that year merely
introduced the great jubilee of earth, and marked
the beginning of the spiritual presence of the Lord,
“whom the heaven must receive until the times of
restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by
the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world
began” (Acts 3:21).

In the two independent views of the Parallel Dis-
pensations shown on pages 69 and 77 the second
presence of Christ is indicated in each case, for the
year 1874. The jubilees are now seen to confirm
this, for when we measure 50 X 50, or 2500 years
from the end of the last of the typical jubilees, we
find that the last year of the great antitypical cycle,
is that which began in Autumn of the year 1874.

“Let no reader hastily conclude that there are no
evidences of Restitution about us, nor that the Sun
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of Righteousness is not already gilding the watch
towers of Zion and enlightening the world. Let him,
on the contrary, reflect that we are already in the
day when the hidden things are being made mani-
fest; and let him remember that the first work of
Restitution is properly a breaking down of the old
and decaying structure which stands in the place
which the new is to occupy. Remember that the first
work of the tenderest physician is often to open the
wound, and to cleanse and amputate according to
the necessities of the patient, in order to make thor-
ough work of the healing. That such service causes
pain and is seldom appreciated by the patient at the
time, none need be told; and so it is with the work
of the great Physician, the Restorer, the Life-giver:
He wounds to heal, and the trouble and sifting in
the church and world are but the lancing and cleans-
ing needful, and a most important part of the Resti-~
tution work.”—Secripture Studies, Vol. II, p. 197.

TWO REST YEARS IN EDEN

Israel’s sabbath days and sabbath years were
times of rest from toil. They commemorated God’s
rest from His creative work, and they also fore-
shadowed a future rest for the Church and the obe-
dient of mankind (Heb. 4:9, 10), a rest from sin
and the “bondage of corruption.” A day with the
Lord is said to be as a thousand years (II Pet. 3:8;
Psa. 90:4) and it is generally understood that earth’s
sabbath of rest is to be the seventh 1000-year day
since the fall of man in Eden when he began his toil
under Satan, sin and death. Now, according to the
Bible chronology 6000 years from the creation of
Adam ended in 1872. Since the Scriptural evidence
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is very clear and convincing as to the beginning of
earth’s sabbath-jubilee and the second presence of
Christ, the great Healer and Restorer, in Autumn
1874, it is inferred that the duration of Adam’s sin-
less life in Eden was two years, and that six thou-
sand years from the fall must have been completed
with the return of the Lord in 1874. Thus, a rela-
tionship has been noted by Bible students between
(1) Adam’s two years in Eden, which were years
of rest or freedom from toil, and (2) the last two
typical rest years of Israel, and (38) two great anti-
typical periods of rest and restitution, each of 1000
years duration, ushering in the illimitable ages to
come (Eph. 2:7).

A still larger and more wonderful view of earth’s
jubilee is now disclosed to our view. The 6000 years
of toil and trouble which ended in 1874, when added
to the 1000 years of restitution, will make a total
of 7000 years, when God’s rest or cessation from
His creative and energizing activity in connection
with the earth, shall have been completed. Then,
the Son, having accomplished the restoration of the
human family to the divine image, shall deliver up
the Kingdom to God, even the Father, and shall
Himself be subject to Him, “that God may be all in
all” (1 Cor. 15:24, 28).

The length of this seventh Epoch-day, so dis-
tinctly marked by history and prophecy, furnishes
us with the clue to the length of the other six, for
the primary and essential idea connected with the
Biblical conception of a week, whether of days or of
years or of periods of larger denomination, is that
of seven equal periods, of which the last and seventh
is a sabbath of rest. Perceiving, then, the true
length of the seventh “Day” of the great creative
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week to be 7000 years, it follows that the whole
period of seven times seven thousand years, or forty-
nine thousand years, will usher in the great Fiftieth
millennium since God began to set in order the sur-
face of this planet in preparation for human habi-
tation, and the Eighth millennium since the fall in
Eden. As in the type, both the 49th and 50th years
were rest years, so in the great antitype which we
are now considering, both the 49th and the 50th
millenniums will be periods of rest; the former will
be the time in which mankind will actually cease
from toil under sin and imperfection; the latter will
be that in which he will be privileged to enter his
everlasting paradise home, earth’s grand jubilee of
jubilees.

As viewed, then, from the standpoint of the Law
type of Lev. 25, with its antitypical cycle of 50 X 50
years, the Millennial Reign of Christ is seen to cor-
respond to the jubilee or 50th year; but as viewed
from the standpoint of the still larger and grander
conception of the creative week, the Millennial Reign,
or “times of restitution” will correspond to the 49th
year which was a rest year, and led to and intro-
duced the 50th, the jubilee. It is to be carefully
noted that the seven epoch-days of the Book of
Genesis, do not have reference to the period of time
in which the earth and heavenly bodies were brought
into existence—a process which undoubtedly re-
quired countless millions of years—but the Biblical
creative week covers the time since about the end of
the azoic or lifeless eras, since which the earth’s
surface and atmosphere have been made suitable for
the existence of man.

“Examining the Genesis expressions critically, we
discern that a distinction is made between the cre-
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ation of the heaven and the earth and the subse-
quent regulations, or ordering of these, and the
further creations of vegetable and animal life. It is
these subsequent operations that are described as
the divine work of six epochal days. . . . The Bible
does not say how long a period elapsed between the
beginning when God created the heaven and the
earth, and the beginning of the creative week used
in perfecting it for man.”—Seripture Studies, Vol.
VI, p. 18.

Herewith is shown a diagram depicting the par-
ticular system of chronological doubles (including
a typical and antitypical period of 50 x 50 years)
by which are confirmed and verified the conclusions
which have been set forth in the preceding discus-
sions of the jubilees of Israel and their meaning to
us, who understand that these things were given for
our admonition and instruction.*

* A diagram showing the double period of 50 X 50 years was first
published in Zion’s Watch Tower of Nov. 15, 1904. The subject is
treated in the work Great Pyramid Passages (Egdar).
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PROPHETIC CORROBORATION

We are informed in II Chron. 36:21 that the di-
vine intention respecting the 70 years of desolation
of the land of Judea was ‘“‘to fulfill the word of the
Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had
enjoyed her sabbaths; for as long as she lay desolate
she kept sabbath to fulfill threescore and ten years.”

Under the Mosaic economy every seventh year
was a sabbath, and every 50th or jubilee year was
also a sabbath year. During the 969 years from the
entrance of Israel into their land, when they first
crossed the Jordan, until the beginning of the deso-
lation, the Israelites had 135 seventh-year sabbaths
and 19 jubilee sabbaths. Since there were more
than 70 of the former kind, it is clear that the refer-
ence in the Scripture cited above is not to these, but
that the jubilee sabbaths were meant; and the di-
vinely predestined number of jubilees which Israel
was to have kept before coming to the great anti-
type, was 70. If the Israelites had been an obedient
people they would have been blessed and prospered,
and would have dwelt in the land safely under con-
ditions of divine favor until 70 jubilees had been
observed when, it may with reason be supposed, the
antitype of human restitution would have appeared.
This means that the nation of Israel would have be-
gun to enjoy restitution privileges in Autumn 1924,
for the 70th and last jubilee year would have begun
at that time.

Or otherwise stated, the first jubilee cycle began
to count (as we have seen) in Autumn 1576 B.C., or
15751/, years before A.D. 1. Seventy jubilee cycles
would be 70 X 50, or 3500 years, and this number of
years measured from the time indicated, brings us
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to Autumn 1925. (B.C. 157514, 4 A.D. 19243} =
3500.) The year with which the great cycle of 3500
years would have closed, would then have been that
which began about October 1, 1924, and this year
would have introduced the antitypical period of
restitution.

Events have transpired otherwise. Israel was a
disobedient nation, and as such they were permitted
to remain in their land long enough to have observed
only 19 jubilees, and since these were not properly
kept they were not recognized of God, who caused
the land to lie desolate, without inhabitant, for 70
years,* that the land might then enjoy her sabbaths,
“because it did not rest in your sabbaths when ye
dwelt upon it” (Lev. 26:35).

The 70 jubilee sabbaths, divinely ordained, were
thus kept all at one time, and the 51 jubilee cycles
remaining to be kept subsequent to the beginning
of the desolation of the land, when counted as run-
ning without jubilees, yield us the exact number of
years to fill in the gap between the last of the 19
cycles in the land, and Autumn 1874. This interim
is 2499 years (B.C. 6251/, 4+ A.D. 18733/, — 2499) and
this is the number of years in 51 jubilee cycles
counted without jubilees (51 X 49 = 2499).

Or, the matter may be stated thus: Of the full
number of 70 jubilee cycles, 19 were with jubilees
and 51 were without jubilees:

19 cycles with jubilees

(50 years each) .......... 950 years
51 cycles without jubilees

(49 years each) .......... 2499 years

Total................ 3449 years

* See Chapter IV.
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The total of 3449 years is the exact length of time
from the beginning of the type in Autumn 1576 B.C.
until Autumn 1874 A.D.—Scripture Studies, Vol. 11,
pp. 194, 195.

THE YEAR 1925 IN PROPHECY

God’s plans are immutable (Heb. 6:17) and it is
not within the power of man to disannul or hinder
them (Isa. 14:27). We now perceive that it was the
purpose of the Almighty from the beginning that
the presence of the Messiah should begin with the
jubilee year 1874-5, and thus with earth’s great Sab-
bath Day, the seventh millennium since the fall in
Eden. It is equally certain that nothing of God’s
original design respecting the next and last jubilee
year, 1924-5, could fail of accomplishment, and since
the jubilee is preeminently a type of the restitution
or restoration of man to the original likeness and
image of his Creator, the obvious and, it would
seem, inescapable conclusion would be that the full
end of the great prophetic cycle of 70 X 50, or 3500
years, should witness the beginnings of that resto-
ration process. But before entering upon a dis-
cussion of this subject, let us first make sure that no
mistake has been made as to the date: let us note
with reverential care the prominence which is given
to the year 1925 A.D. in the Scriptures, not only in
connection with the great prophetic cycle noted
above, but also in connection with certain chrono-
logical doubles and time-parallels which have been
but little known or appreciated by Bible students in
the past.

From the time when man sinned and lost the di-
vine image, to the beginning of the first typical
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jubilee cycle, was a period of 2551 years; then fol-
lowed the 19 typical jubilee cycles, in connection
with which there was a kind of typical restitution.
As each of the days of the creative week are said
to be divided into an “evening” and a “morning,”
the inference is a reasonable one that evening of the
seventh day would be 3500 years in duration, and
that morning would be a like period of time, the day
being thus equally divided into two parts. The first
of these two divisions of the day of God’s rest has
been called the “era of types,” for in all that long
period there were many types and shadows of
“things to come,” but not a single antitype. This
period (of types only) ended with the beginning of
morning, when the first antitype came into exist-
ence. This antitype was the second (or antitypical)
period of 2551 years, which continued from the be-
ginning of morning to the full end of the cycle of
70 X 50 years, which, had Israel kept their law,
would have been the full end of the type of restitu-
tion, and probably the full end of all the typical
observances of the Law. Thus, the end of the first
period of 2551 years synchronizes with the begin-
ning of the 70 X 50 year cycle; while the end of the
second period of 2551 years synchronizes with the
end of that cycle.
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It will be further noted that as the first of the
2551 year periods was followed by a cycle of 950
years in which typical restitution was observed, so
the second such period would logically be followed
by an equal and antitypical cycle of actual human
restitution; and as the 950 years of typical restitu-
tion extended one year beyond ‘“‘evening” into and
introducing “morning,” the era of antitypes, so the
second period of 950 years extends one year beyond
“morning” into and introducing the Eighth Day and
the “ages to come.” This makes a total of 7001
years from the fall of Adam to the end of the resti-
tution age. The “little season” in which Satan is to
be loosed, will follow (Rev. 20:3, 7-10).

The evident intention of the Framer of the ages
(Heb. 11:3) respecting this remarkable system of
time correspondencies, is to indicate clearly and un-
mistakably to the reverent and earnest inquirer into
the divine times and seasons (I Pet. 1:10, 11), the
exact beginning and ending of the complete jubilee
cycle of 70 X 50 years thus defined, and further, to
verify the conclusions of many able and conscien-
tious students of the Bible, to the effect that this
is indeed a divinely intended cycle of years, the
purpose of which is to point out the time when
actual human restitution would be due in some
manner to begin.

But if the foregoing points be conceded as correct,
in what manner or in what sense may restitution
blessings have begun with the year 1925? Since that
year there has been, it is true, marked progress in
the restoration of the Jewish homeland in Palestine;
yet we know of nothing which occurred outwardly
or openly in the Jewish commonwealth there that
could reasonably be pointed to as constituting the
fulfillment of so important a type as the jubilee.
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Yet no word of all God’s good promises can fail, and
we are compelled by the force and weight of the
Scriptural evidence bearing upon this matter, to be-
lieve that that year must have realized an important
beginning of the great work of restoring all that
was lost in Adam.

Let us, for the moment, go back in thought to the
years that preceded 1874, when many saintly Chris-
tians throughout the world were looking forward to
the visible return of the Lord in that year. Their
reasons for the belief that 1874 would be the year
of the Second Advent, were not unsound. Such be-
lief was based upon an understanding of certain
prophecies, which understanding was no doubt cor-
rect as to the time but incorrect as to the manner of
the Second Advent. They looked for a visible return,
but in this they were disappointed and some lost
faith in the Bible, while others proceeded to set
other dates, despite the fact that the Scriptures
clearly supported the argument for 1874 as the time
of the Lord’s return.

In this there was a grave inconsistency, for how
could one reasonably accept a weak or manifestly
erroneous line of reasoning in favor of some other
date, when the sounder and more logical argument
for 1874 stood unrefuted? Obviously a thoughtful
person could have no confidence in such presenta-
tions. It later became apparent, as is now generally
acknowledged among advanced and discerning stu-
dents of the Bible, that 1874 was the correct date;
that the event looked for occurred on time, but in a
different manner from that in which it was at first
expected to occur.

Again there were expectations pertaining to the
year 1914 which were not realized, and many lost
faith and interest in God’s Word and Plan, while
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others began to question the accuracy of the Bible
chronology. The mistake was not in the chronology
but was, as in the former instance, to be found rather
in certain erroneous expectations which were thought
to be based upon it.

For some years prior to A.D. 1925 it was believed
by many Christians the world over that that year
would realize the return, in the perfection of man-
hood, of Abraham and others of the ancient worthies
who would immediately enter into their official du-
ties as the visible representatives of the Kingdom
of Christ. Events did not so transpire, and there
were doubtings and siftings. The word went forth
“officially” that the study of time-prophecy—which
occupies so large and important a place in the Bible
—was no longer in order, but that an earthly work
should thenceforth be engaged in to the exclusion
of all else; thus increased impetus was given to a
falling away from the Truth, which had set in soon
after the departure of that ‘“faithful and wise serv-
ant” Charles T. Russell, in 1916 (Matt. 24 :45-47).

Let us carefully consider that in none of these
instances was any real fault or discrepancy found
in connection with the arguments by which the
dates were established, all of which are indeed im-
portant milestones in the “stately steppings” of our
God. The tendency was ever to expect too great and
too rapid changes at one time, whereas it is clear
that there are many points of time indicated in
Scripture as having to do with the consummation of
the Christian Dispensation and the opening of the
Millennial Age. ‘“God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform.”

With reference to 1874 and 1914 the difficulties
have been removed with a more careful scrutiny of
the teachings of the Bible on the manner of our
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Lord’s return, and the exact significance of the end-
ing of the Gentile Times; and thus the way has been
laid open to faith and understanding.

A theory will now be examined which appears to
satisfy the conditions imposed by Scripture and all
of the known facts, with reference to the jubilee
year 1925. This is the theory which postulates the
infant birth of the ancient worthies in that year, on
the plane of perfection and sinlessness. Let us re-
member that the meaning of the term restitution as
Scripturally applied, is a returning or restoration to
the condition of innocence, holiness and freedom
from imperfection or sin which was the estate of
our first parents in Eden. That happy condition was
lost through the fall. Jesus, in order that he might
taste death for every man, was born as an infant on
that same plane, “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate
from sinners” (Heb. 7:26), and at 380 years of age,
being then crowned with the glory and honor of
manhood’s perfect estate, He began the sacrifice
which was completed 314 years later, in which He
poured out His soul unto death, giving His life as
“a ransom for all, to be testified in due time” (I
Tim. 2:6).

The restitution follows as the effect of the ran-
som. The Law type of restitution is the jubilee, and
divine wisdom saw fit, as we have seen, through the
70 years of desolation of the land of Judea when
all 70 of the jubilee sabbaths were kept at one
time, to extend this type after a fashion through-
out the complete cycle of 70 X 50 years, when it
came to an end with that Jewish civil year which
began in Autumn of the year 1924 A.p. If the theory
suggested be the correct one, there would be a direct
parallel between the 3314 years of the life of Jesus
as a human being, and the first 3314 years of the
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restored lives of the ancient worthies, for it has
been shown (Chapter VI) that the Scripturally in-
dicated time for the removal of Israel’s blindness
and the restoration to their nation of full divine
favor and the Kingdom, is Spring 1958 A.D., and
from Autumn 1924 to Spring 1958, is 3314 years.
The following would, we may suppose, be a correct
statement of the time-parallel thus made possible.
The interval of time between the corresponding
dates is 1925 years.

A TIME-PARALLEL

B.C. A.D.
Date of Jesus’ birth as 2 1924 Jubilee indicated date
a perfect human in- of resurrection-birth
fant, “holy, harmless, of ancient worthies, as
undefiled, separate perfect human infants,
from sinners.” without taint of sin.
A.D.

Jesus began his minis- 29 1954 Ancient worthies, at
try at 30 years of age. 30 years of age, will
During next 33 years begin a ministry
he gathered about him among the Jews in
a group of disciples, Palestine. During next
“Israelites indeed,” 3% years they will
who formed the mnu- gather about them a
cleus of the Pentecos- group of believing
tal Church. Jews who will form

the nucleus of the

earthly Kingdom.
Jesus presented him- 33 1958 Ancient worthies will
self to Israel as King present themselves to
on 10th day of Nisan Israel as the human
and was rejected. Out- representatives of
pouring of Spirit at Messiah on 10th day
Pentecost. Church of Nisan (Ezek. 40:1,
founded in the twelve 2) and will be accept-
apostles. ed; Israel’s blindness

turned away. Second
Pentecostal outpour-
ing, when earthly
phase of Kingdom will
be set up in the twelve
tribes of Israel (Joel
2:28; Jer. 31:31-33).
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The Apostle Paul, after recounting the experiences
of many of the noble heroes of faith who lived in
the ages that preceded the time of the Gospel call,
and who, by common consent, have come to be
known as the “ancient worthies,” says, “And these
all having obtained a good report through faith,
received not [the fulfillment of] the promise: God
having provided some better thing for us, that they
without us should not be made perfect” (Heb. 11:
39, 40). This statement is understood by us to
mean that the class referred to cannot be “made
perfect” before the completion and glorification of
the Church, the Body of Christ.

The Apostle, in the above citation, uses the Greek
word rededo (teleioo), which means, in general, “to
complete” (Strong). More specifically, when ap-
plied to persons this word, as defined by the Rev.
Thomas Shelton Green in “A Greek-English Lexi-
con,” has two shades of meaning: (1) “to advance
(a person) to a completeness of its kind . . . ,” and
(2) “to advance (a person) to final completeness of
character.” The former shade of meaning, as used
in the New Testament, has reference to the act of
elevating an individual to the plane of righteous-
ness or justification, where that individual can meet
the requirements of God’s perfect law. In this sense
it occurs in the following Scriptures:

“For the law wmade mothing perfect”
(Heb. 7:19).

“Which was a figure for the time then
present, in which were offered both gifts
and sacrifices, that could not make him that
did the service perfect, as pertaining to the
conscience” (Heb. 9:

“For the law . . . can never with those
sacrifices which they offered year by year

continually, make the comers thereunto per-
fect” (Heb. 10:1),
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“For by one offering he hath perfected
forever Leis 70 Sunvexss, perpetually] them
that are sanctified” (Heb. 10:14).

Following are instances where this word occurs
with its second and stronger shade of meaning, and
as referring to final completeness, both of organism
and of character:

“Not as though I had already attained,
either were already perfect” (Phil. 3:12).

“That they may be made perfect in one”
(John 17:283).

“For it became him, for whom are all
things, and by whom are all things, in
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the
captain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings” (Heb. 2:10).

“Though he were a Son, yet learned he
obedience by the things which he suffered;
and being made perfect, he became the
author of eternal salvation unto all them
that obey him” (Heb. 5:8, 9)
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